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The Phantom Tollbooth
A Vagabond Journey Around the World
In this spellbinding book, the man described by the
Daily Telegraph as 'possibly the best living writer in
Britain' takes on his biggest challenge yet: unlocking
the film that has obsessed him all his adult life. Like
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the film Stalker itself, it confronts the most
mysterious and enduring questions of life and how to
live.

Zona
Ju'Anne's dream has come to pass. She finally
embraces her mother, but two days later has to kiss
her goodbye as she boards the airplane for her new
country. Trading one parent for the other is not an
easy task.Book two is filled with adventures,
excitement, and an appreciation for the simple things
in life. Ju'Anne moves from a remote village in the
countryside of Jamaica to one of the largest
metropolitan cities in North America. Toronto, Canada
opens her eyes, mind and way of thinking.
Celebrating Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas and
witnessing snow for the first time reminds Ju'Anne
that anything is possible. She's a dreamer and will
continue to dream until all of her dreams come
through. Come along as Ju'Anne continues on her
journey from nothingness to nothing less.

Voyage Autour de Ma Chambre
Journal and notebook entries, memoirs, stories,
poems, and excerpts from letters form a mosaic
illuminating the life and art of the lyric poet and
literary critic

Around the World in Seventy-Two Days
"Around the World in Seventy-Two Days" by Nellie
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Bly. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a
wide range of titles that encompasses every genre.
From well-known classics & literary fiction and nonfiction to forgotten−or yet undiscovered gems−of
world literature, we issue the books that need to be
read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously
edited and formatted to boost readability for all ereaders and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks
that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a
high-quality digital format.

A Dream About Lightning Bugs
A Voyage Round My Room
The Longest Journey (1907) follows the young Rickie
Elliot's journey to maturity. Orphaned and lame as a
child, Rickie was teased at boarding school and finds
Cambridge to be a kind of paradise. He is not an
intellectual, but is deeply affected by art and poetry,
and is accepted within a philosophical circle of
students. His new sense of belonging is challenged
when he is visited by old friends from home.

The Yellow Envelope
In 1790, Xavier de Maistre was 27 years old, and a
soldier in the army of the Sardinian Kingdom, which
covered swathes of modern-day Northern Italy and
Southern France. He was placed under house-arrest in
Turin for fighting an illegal duel. It was during the 42
days of his confinement here that he wrote the
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manuscript that would become Voyage autour de ma
chambre. Inspired by the works of Laurence Sterne,
with their digressive and colloquial style, de Maistre
decided to make the most of his sentence by
recording an exploration of the room as a travel
journal. de Maistre’s book imbues the tour of his
chamber with great mythology and grand scale. As he
wanders the few steps that it takes to circumnavigate
the space, his mind spins off into the ether. It
parodies the travel journals of the eighteenth-century
(such as A Voyage Around the World by Louis de
Bougainville, 1771), and could be read today as an
early take on the modern vogue for
“psychogeography” — each tiny thing that he
encounters sends de Maistre into rhapsodies, and
mundane journeys become magnificent voyages.

Born and Raised in Sawdust
In August 2002, Mike Horn set out on a mission that
bordered on the impossible: to travel 12,000 miles
around the globe at the Arctic Circle - alone, against
all prevailing winds and currents, and without
motorized transportation. Conquering the Impossible
is the gripping account of Horn's grueling 27-month
expedition by sail and by foot through extreme Arctic
conditions that nearly cost him his life on numerous
occasions. Enduring temperatures that ranged to as
low as -95 degrees Fahrenheit, Horn battled hazards
including shifting and unstable ice that gave way and
plunged him into frigid waters, encounters with polar
bears so close that he felt their breath on his face,
severe frostbite in his fingers, and a fire that
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destroyed all of his equipment and nearly burned him
alive. Complementing the sheer adrenaline of Horn's
narrative are the isolated but touching human
encounters the adventurer has with the hardy
individuals who inhabit one of the remotest corners of
the earth. From an Inuit who teaches him how to build
an igloo to an elderly Russian left behind when the
Soviets evacuated his remote Arctic town, Horn finds
camaraderie, kindness, and assistance to help him
survive the most unforgiving conditions. This aweinspiring account is a page-turner and an Arctic
survival tale in one. Most of all, it's a testament to one
man's unrelenting desire to push the boundaries of
human endurance.

Species of Spaces and Other Pieces
A Journey Round My Room
Journey Around My Room
This selection of non-fictional work from the author of
Life, a User's Manual, demonstrates Georges Perec's
characteristic lightness of touch, wry humour and
accessibility.

Elementary Geography
‘I wait for his boots to drop. They fall on Floor, one
thump, two thumps, that’s how I know he’s going to
get into Bed with Ma now and make it squeak. I count
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the squeaks because I’m excellent at numbers. I have
to count, I can’t lose count, if I lose count I don’t know
what. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10’ Kidnapped as a
teenage girl, Ma has been locked inside a purpose
built room in her captor’s garden for seven years. Her
five-year-old son, Jack, has no concept of the world
outside and happily exists inside Room with the help
of Ma’s games and his vivid imagination where
objects like Rug, Lamp and TV are his only friends.
But for Ma the time has come to escape and face their
biggest challenge to date: the world outside Room.

A Journey Round My Skull
In step with the growing interest in place attachment,
this volume examines the phenomena from the
perspective of several disciplines-including
anthropology, folklore, and psychology-and points
towards promising directions of future research.

A cruising Voyage round the World
Born and Raised in Sawdust: My Journey Around the
World in Eighty Years is the deeply moving
autobiography of Lewis Thigpen as a black boy
growing up in a loving family in a small, tight knit
community in the deep South during the extremely
segregated Jim Crow era. It captures his life on the
farm and in school in a revealing, instructive, yet
colorful way despite the discrimination he
encountered. Fearful of being a farm worker or
common laborer for the rest of his life, he joined the
U.S. Army, where racism persisted even though
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President Truman had ordered desegregation of the
entire military in 1948. He served for three years.
Against the odds, Thigpen persevered. Despite
adversity and lack of money, he attended college,
earned the Ph.D. degree, and became a renowned
engineer, research scientist, and scholar. He rose to
become chair of mechanical engineering at a
distinguished university. The book is an easy read,
designed for those who choose to pick it up at a
bookstore, order it online, check it out at their public
library, or download it to Kindle or other apps. It is a
valuable addition to the canon of biographies,
histories, literary works and cultural studies of the
South. It captures the mood of Southern writers such
as Flannery O’Conner, Pearl Cleage, William Faulkner,
Richard Wright and Ralph Ellison. Readers interested
in family history and ancestry will love tracing
through Dr. Thigpen’s family tree, photographs and
drawings. One photo shows him holding a silver
salmon, the outcome of one of his favorite
hobbies—fishing. In his autobiography, Dr. Thigpen
brings the clarity and conciseness of an engineer and
research scientist who has written and published
numerous articles in refereed journals.

How to Travel
In 2012, while others his age were enjoying quiet
retirement, Ron Fellowes set off on the challenge of a
lifetime. His dream to ride a 102 year-old FN
motorcycle across the world - to the Belgian factory
where the bike originated - had all the hallmarks of an
epic adventure: one that was never going to be easy.
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For eight months Ron rode 14,600 kilometres through
15 countries under grueling conditions, into some of
the world's most hostile territory. He faced desert
sandstorms, mountains too steep for the motorcycle's
capability, the threat of rockslides and bombings
when he took a detour, and pressure from armed
police through conflict zones. He was robbed, and
when held at gunpoint, Ron came face-to-face with
his own mortality. The motorcycle's limited capacity no gears, inadequate brakes and pedal assisted made it a daily struggle. Breakdowns were common,
and only Ron's ingenuity and single-mindedness,
Lynne's logistical support, and the generosity of
others kept him going. Beautifully illustrated in full
colour throughout, No Room for Watermelons is cowritten by Ron and Lynne. It is an engaging, and
entertaining account of one man's stoic determination
to fulfill his dream. You will be carried along for the
ride, and inspired to achieve your own dreams no
matter how impossible they seem.

Attention All Shipping
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Includes a new
afterword about the Iran nuclear agreement, the 2016
presidential race, and the future of the U.S.-Israel
alliance Michael B. Oren’s memoir of his time as
Israel’s ambassador to the United States—a period of
transformative change for America and a time of
violent upheaval throughout the Middle
East—provides a frank, fascinating look inside the
special relationship between America and its closest
ally in the region. Michael Oren served as the Israeli
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ambassador to the United States from 2009 to 2013.
An American by birth and a historian by training, Oren
arrived at his diplomatic post just as Benjamin
Netanyahu, Barack Obama, and Hillary Clinton
assumed office. During Oren’s tenure in office, Israel
and America grappled with the Palestinian peace
process, the Arab Spring, and existential threats to
Israel posed by international terrorism and the Iranian
nuclear program. Forged in the Truman
administration, America’s alliance with Israel was
subjected to enormous strains, and its future was
questioned by commentators in both countries. On
more than one occasion, the friendship’s very fabric
seemed close to unraveling. Ally is the story of that
enduring alliance—and of its divides—written from the
perspective of a man who treasures his American
identity while proudly serving the Jewish State he has
come to call home. No one could have been better
suited to strengthen bridges between the United
States and Israel than Michael Oren—a man equally at
home jumping out of a plane as an Israeli paratrooper
and discussing Middle East history on TV’s Sunday
morning political shows. In the pages of this fastpaced book, Oren interweaves the story of his
personal journey with behind-the-scenes accounts of
fateful meetings between President Obama and Prime
Minister Netanyahu, high-stakes summits with the
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas, and diplomatic
crises that intensified the controversy surrounding the
world’s most contested strip of land. A
quintessentially American story of a young man who
refused to relinquish a dream—irrespective of the
obstacles—and an inherently Israeli story about
assuming onerous responsibilities, Ally is at once a
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record, a chronicle, and a confession. And it is a story
about love—about someone fortunate enough to love
two countries and to represent one to the other. But,
above all, this memoir is a testament to an alliance
that was and will remain vital for Americans, Israelis,
and the world.

Books for Living
A practical guide to traveling in the best way possible,
featuring 20 essays for inspiration and advice in a
broad range of scenarios.

Journey Around My Room
A tour guide to the landmarks and interesting sights
of San Francisco.

Book of Ju'Anne
The extraordinary and wonderful adventures which
befall Phileas Fogg and his servant Passepartout when
they set out to win a bet by going round the world in
eighty days.

Conquering the Impossible
A journey through a land where Milo learns the
importance of words and numbers provides a cure for
his boredom.

A Journey Round My Room
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This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was
reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you
will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available
to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

The Blue Estuaries
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was
reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you
will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and
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other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available
to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

Ally
This little book is confined to very simple “reading
lessons upon the Form and Motions of the Earth, the
Points of the Compass, the Meaning of a Map:
Definitions.” The shape and motions of the earth are
fundamental ideas—however difficult to grasp.
Geography should be learned chiefly from maps, and
the child should begin the study by learning “the
meaning of map,” and how to use it. These subjects
are well fitted to form an attractive introduction to the
study of Geography: some of them should awaken the
delightful interest which attaches in a child’s mind to
that which is wonderful—incomprehensible. The Map
lessons should lead to mechanical efforts, equally
delightful. It is only when presented to the child for
the first time in the form of stale knowledge and
foregone conclusions that the facts taught in these
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lessons appear dry and repulsive to him. An effort is
made in the following pages to treat the subject with
the sort of sympathetic interest and freshness which
attracts children to a new study. A short summary of
the chief points in each reading lesson is given in the
form of questions and answers. Easy verses,
illustrative of the various subjects, are introduced, in
order that the children may connect pleasant poetic
fancies with the phenomena upon which “Geography”
so much depends. It is hoped that these reading
lessons may afford intelligent teaching, even in the
hands of a young teacher. The first ideas of
Geography—the lessons on “Place”—which should
make the child observant of local geography, of the
features of his own neighbourhood, its heights and
hollows and level lands, its streams and
ponds—should be conveyed viva voce. At this stage, a
class-book cannot take the place of an intelligent
teacher. Children should go through the book twice,
and should, after the second reading, be able to
answer any of the questions from memory. Charlotte
M. Mason

The Melting World
In 1790, Xavier de Maistre was sentenced to forty-two
days under house arrest for his participation in a duel.
Bored and frustrated, but unwilling to let domestic
confinement wreak havoc on his sanity, de Maistre
decided to look at his prison with fresh eyes. What he
saw was a world of unexpected wonder, a world as
full of marvels as any distant land.
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A Journey Round My Room
A lively and utterly singular travelogue of the intricate
curiosities that are directly within one’s own reach In
1790, while serving in the Piedmontese army, the
French aristocrat Xavier de Maistre (1763–1852) was
punished for dueling and placed under house arrest
for forty-two days. The result was a discursive,
mischievous memoir Voyage Around My Room, and its
sequel, Nocturnal Expedition Around My Room.
Admired by Nietzsche and Machado de Assis, Ossian
and Susan Sontag, this classic book proves that
sitting on the living-room sofa can be as fascinating
as crossing the Alps or paddling up the Amazon. In
addition to the Voyage and Expedition, this edition
also includes the dialogue “The Leper of the City of
Aosta,” a preface by Xavier’s better-known older
brother (the royalist philosopher Joseph de Maistre),
and an introduction by Richard Howard.

City by the Bay
Finding himself locked in his room for six weeks, a
young officer uses his imagination to travel around his
room, using the various objects it contains as
inspiration for a delightful parody of contemporary
travel-writing and exercise in Sternean picaresque,
and humorously demonstrating what one can explore
without having to travel to exotic locations. Contains
a foreword by Alain de Botton

Around the World in Eighty Days
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Finding himself locked in his room for six weeks, a
young officer uses his imagination to travel around his
room, using the various objects it contains as
inspiration for a delightful parody of contemporary
travel-writing and exercise in Sternean picaresque,
and humorously demonstrating what one can explore
without having to travel to exotic locations. Contains
a foreword by Alain de Botton

A Journey Around Our America
The distinguished Hungarian author Frigyes Karinthy
was sitting in a Budapest café, wondering whether to
write a long-planned monograph on modern man or a
new play, when he was disturbed by the roaring—so
loud as to drown out all other noises—of a passing
train. Soon it was gone, only to be succeeded by
another. And another. Strange, Karinthy thought, it
had been years since Budapest had streetcars. Only
then did he realize he was suffering from an auditory
hallucination of extraordinary intensity. What in fact
Karinthy was suffering from was a brain tumor, not
cancerous but hardly benign, though it was only much
later—after spells of giddiness, fainting fits, friends
remarking that his handwriting had altered, and
books going blank before his eyes—that he consulted
a doctor and embarked on a series of examinations
that would lead to brain surgery. Karinthy’s
description of his descent into illness and his
observations of his symptoms, thoughts, and feelings,
as well as of his friends’ and doctors’ varied
responses to his predicament, are exact and
engrossing and entirely free of self-pity. A Journey
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Round My Skull is not only an extraordinary piece of
medical testimony, but a powerful work of
literature—one that dances brilliantly on the edge of
extinction.

No Room For Watermelons
This solemn, rhythmic intonation of the shipping
forecast on BBC radio is as familiar as the sound of
Big Ben chiming the hour. Since its first broadcast in
the 1920s it has inspired poems, songs and novels in
addition to its intended objective of warning
generations of seafarers of impending storms and
gales. Sitting at home listening to the shipping
forecast can be a cosily reassuring experience.
There's no danger of a westerly gale eight, veering
southwesterly increasing nine later (visibility poor)
gusting through your average suburban living room,
blowing the Sunday papers all over the place and
startling the cat. Yet familiar though the sea areas are
by name, few people give much thought to where
they are or what they contain. In ATTENTION ALL
SHIPPING Charlie Connelly wittily explores the places
behind the voice, those mysterious regions whose
names seem often to bear no relation to conventional
geography. Armchair travel will never be the same
again.

360 Degrees Longitude
What Would You Do with a Yellow Envelope? After Kim
and her husband decide to quit their jobs to travel
around the world, they're given a yellow envelope
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containing a check and instructions to give the money
away. The only three rules for the envelope: Don't
overthink it; share your experiences; don't feel
pressured to give it all away. Through Ecuador, Peru,
Nepal, and beyond, Kim and Brian face obstacles,
including major challenges to their relationship. As
she distributes the gift to people she encounters
along the way she learns that money does not have a
thing to do with the capacity to give, but that
giving—of ourselves—is transformational.

Journey Around My Room
An in-depth photographic study of the ascetic holy
men of India • Includes more than 100 striking color
photographs of Sadhus, their extreme austerities, and
their holy festivals, including the Kumbha Mela •
Examines the practices and beliefs of Sadhus from
several different sects • Traces the historical and
mythological roots of the Sadhus and shows how they
have fundamentally shaped Hinduism since remote
antiquity Spiritual adventurers, philosophical monks,
naked ascetics, or religious transvestites, the Sadhus
of India form a vital and unbroken link between the
birth of yoga millennia ago and its present-day
expression. Numbering in the millions, these mystic
holy men are worshipped by the Hindus as
representatives of the gods, yet they remain largely
unknown in the West because they often live in far-off
places, hidden from everyday life. In this full-color
study of Sadhus more than 20 years in the making,
photographer Dolf Hartsuiker illustrates the Sadhus’
world of ancient magical rituals, religious symbols,
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and ascetic practices. In his photographic quest
across India, the author visited many holy places,
attended religious festivals including the Kumbha
Mela, and encountered and photographed thousands
of Sadhus, befriending several as he was drawn into
their inner circle. Sharing more than 100 striking color
photographs from his travels, he reveals the Sadhus’
utmost devotion to their spiritual path through
meditation practices, yoga exercises, penance, and
austerities--sometimes taken to the extreme of
prolonged self-imposed silence, bodily mortification,
such as holding an arm above the head for years, or
even ritual suicide--as well as their profound
involvement with the mundane world as healers and
teachers or magicians and sorcerers. It is a path of
knowledge and devotion, renunciation and realization,
sexual energy and spiritual power, divine intoxication
and mystical union. The author examines the different
beliefs and behaviors of each Sadhu sect, including
the “sky-clad” Naga Babas, and traces their historical
and mythological roots to show how they have
fundamentally shaped Hinduism since antiquity.
Revealing the powerful “otherworldliness” of the
Sadhus, the author also exposes the mystical beauty
that emanates from those who have chosen the path
of asceticism in pursuit of knowledge of the Absolute
and liberation from all earthly bonds.

A Journey Round My Room - Scholar's
Choice Edition
Presents a highly personal celebration of reading,
sharing impassioned recommendations for specific
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books that can offer guidance through daily life.

Sadhus
Honored, during the course of her literary career, with
almost every major poetry award, Louise Bogan
(1898-1970) was the poetry critic for The New Yorker
for nearly forty years. The Blue Estuaries contains her
five previous books of verse along with a section of
uncollected work, fully representing a unique and
distinguished contribution to modern poetry over five
decades.

Place Attachment
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was
reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you
will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available
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to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

A Nocturnal Expedition Round My Room
An alliterative alphabet book in which short, thematic
sentences about the nation's capital are each
followed by a paragraph of history and a "factoid."

Journey Around Washington D.C. from A
to Z
Immigration and the growing Latino population of the
United States have become such contentious issues
that it can be hard to have a civil conversation about
how Latinoization is changing the face of America. So
in the summer of 2007, Louis Mendoza set out to do
just that. Starting from Santa Cruz, California, he
bicycled 8,500 miles around the entire perimeter of
the country, talking to people in large cities and small
towns about their experiences either as immigrants or
as residents who have welcomed—or not—Latino
immigrants into their communities. He presented
their enlightening, sometimes surprising, firsthand
accounts in Conversations Across Our America:
Talking About Immigration and the Latinoization of
the United States. Now, in A Journey Around Our
America, Mendoza offers his own account of the
visceral, emotional, intellectual, and spiritual
dimensions of traveling the country in search of a
deeper, broader understanding of what it means to be
Page 20/24

Get Free A Journey Around My Room
Latino in the United States in the twenty-first century.
With a blend of first- and second-person narratives,
blog entries, poetry, and excerpts from conversations
he had along the way, Mendoza presents his own
aspirations for and critique of social relations, political
ruminations, personal experiences, and emotional
vulnerability alongside the stories of people from all
walks of life, including students, activists, manual
laborers, and intellectuals. His conversations and his
experiences as a Latino on the road reveal the
multilayered complexity of Latino life today as no
academic study or newspaper report ever could.

Voyage Around My Room
Much more than a travel narrative 360 Degrees
Longitude: One Family’s Journey Around the World is
a glimpse at what it means to be a “global citizen”—a
progressively changing view of the world as seen
through the eyes of an American family of four. After
more than a decade of planning, John Higham and his
wife September bid their high-tech jobs and suburban
lives good-bye, packed up their home and set out with
two children, ages eight and eleven, to travel around
the world. In the course of the next 52 weeks they
crossed 24 time zones, visited 28 countries and
experienced a lifetime of adventures. Making their
way across the world, the Highams discovered more
than just different foods and cultures; they also
learned such diverse things as a Chilean mall isn’t the
best place to get your ears pierced, and that
elephants appreciate flowers just as much as the next
person. But most importantly, they learned about
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each other, and just how much a family can weather if
they do it together. 360 Degrees Longitude employs
Google’s wildly popular Google Earth as a compliment
to the narrative. Using your computer you can spin
the digital globe to join the adventure cycling through
Europe, feeling the cold stare of a pride of lions in
Africa, and breaking down in the Andes. Packed with
photos, video and text, the online Google Earth
companion adds a dimension not possible with mere
paper and ink. Fly over the terrain of the Inca Trail or
drill down to see the majesty of the Swiss
Alps—without leaving the comfort of your chair.

The Longest Journey
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the genredefying icon Ben Folds comes a memoir that is as
nuanced, witty, and relatable as his cult-classic songs.
“A Dream About Lightning Bugs reads like its author:
intelligent, curious, unapologetically punk, and funny
as hell.”—Sara Bareilles NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR AND PASTE Ben Folds is
a celebrated American singer-songwriter, beloved for
songs such as “Brick,” “You Don’t Know Me,” “Rockin’
the Suburbs,” and “The Luckiest,” and is the former
frontman of the alternative rock band Ben Folds Five.
But Folds will be the first to tell you he’s an
unconventional icon, more normcore than hardcore.
Now, in his first book, Folds looks back at his life so
far in a charming and wise chronicle of his artistic
coming of age, infused with the wry observations of a
natural storyteller. In the title chapter, “A Dream
About Lightning Bugs,” Folds recalls his earliest
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childhood dream—and realizes how much it
influenced his understanding of what it means to be
an artist. In “Measure Twice, Cut Once” he learns to
resist the urge to skip steps during the creative
process. In “Hall Pass” he recounts his 1970s North
Carolina working-class childhood, and in “Cheap
Lessons” he returns to the painful life lessons he
learned the hard way—but that luckily didn’t kill him.
In his inimitable voice, both relatable and thoughtprovoking, Folds digs deep into the life experiences
that shaped him, imparting hard-earned wisdom
about both art and life. Collectively, these stories
embody the message Folds has been singing about
for years: Smile like you’ve got nothing to prove,
because it hurts to grow up, and life flies by in
seconds. Praise for A Dream About Lightning Bugs
“Besides being super talented, and an incredibly
poignant and multifaceted musician, Ben Folds is a
fantastic author. I couldn’t put this book down—and
not just because I taped it to my hand. Ben takes us
into his mind and into his process from the very
beginnings of his childhood to where he is today—one
of the greatest musicians and writers that has ever
graced the art.”—Bob Saget

Room
The author of Skipjack documents concerning
evidence of adverse climate change in the Rocky
Mountains, where climate scientist and ecologist Dan
Fagre reveals how a rapid decline of alpine glaciers is
threatening the mountain ecosystem.
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