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Sociocultural Situatedness
Focusing on the technoculture of everyday life, this book attempts to zero in on the
simplicity and the habitual character of the interaction between humans and
material objects, which is often assumed or taken for granted. Because objects are
always meaningful in the pragmatic use to which they are directed, the material
world of everyday life can be seen as a technoculture of its own - one made of
behaviors as simple, and yet as significant, as using a lawnmower, or decorating
one's body. In discussing the unique methodological components of the
ethnography of the technoculture of everyday life, this book begins a dialogue on
how we can examine - from the participants' perspective - the interconnections
between social agents, their technological/material practices, their material objects
or technics, and their social and material environment.

The Brain's Body
The project of naturalizing human consciousness/experience has made great
technical strides (e.g., in mapping areas of brain activity), but has been hampered
in many cases by its uncritical reliance on a dualistic “Cartesian” paradigm (though
as some of the authors in the collection point out, assumptions drawn from Plato
and from Kant also play a role). The present volume proposes a version of
naturalism in aesthetics drawn from American pragmatism (above all from Dewey,
but also from James and Peirce)—one primed from the start to see human beings
not only as embodied, but as inseparable from the environment they interact
with—and provides a forum for authors from diverse disciplines to address specific
scientific and philosophical issues within the anti-dualistic framework considering
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aesthetic experience as a process of embodied meaning-making. Cross-disciplinary
contributions come from leading researchers including Mark Johnson, Jim Garrison,
Daniel D. Hutto, John T. Haworth, Luca F. Ticini, Beatriz Calvo-Merino. The volume
covers pragmatist aesthetics, neuroaesthetics, enactive cognitive science, literary
studies, psychology of aesthetics, art and design, sociology.

The Color of Love
'Once in a while a manuscript stops you in your tracks What we are offered here is
no recovering of old ground but a step change in perspectives on "body matters"
that is both innovative and of fundamental importance to anyone working on this
sociological terrainThis text is groundbreaking and simply has to be read' - Acta
Sociologica 'This is Shilling at his creative bestthese are seminal observations of
the classical theories drawn together as never before. Moreover, as a framework
[this monograph] provides a genuinely new and fertile way of reconsidering not
just classical sociology but contemporary forms as well' - Sport, Education &
Society 'This is a comprehensive, theoretically sophisticated, and ambitious
treatise on the body that draws from, and applies, both classical and contemporary
sociological theory in a manner that is innovative and thought-provoking. This book
is engaging and thought-provoking, but Shilling's greatest achievement is his
ability to illustrate the importance and continued relevance of classical and
contemporary sociological theory to real world concerns. It is a book worthy of
widespread attention. It reinvigorated my interest in the sociological classics and
contained countless nuggets of interesting information that led me to conclude
that it would be a worthy book to recommend to a broad sociological audience' Teaching Sociology 'Shilling's book (like his earlier The Body and Social Theory) is
crucial readinga further valuable contribution in a field where he has provided so
much' - Theory & Psychology 'This is an impressive book by one of the leading
social theorists working in the field of body studies. It provides a critical summation
of theoretical and substantive work in the field to date, while also presenting a
powerful argument for a corporeal realism in which the body is both generative of
the emergent properties of social structure and a location of their effects. Its scope
and originality make it a key point of reference for students and academics in body
studies and in the social and cultural sciences more generally' - Ian Burkitt, Reader
in Social Science, University of Bradford 'Chris Shilling is as always a lucid guide
through the dense thickets of the "sociology of the body", and his chapters on the
fields of work, sport, eating, music and technology brilliantly show how abstract
theoretical debates relate to the real world of people's lives' - Professor Stephen
Mennell, University College Dublin 'What I find very useful and without any doubt
valuable, not only in Shilling's The Body in Culture, Technology and Society but in
his work in general, is the breadth and profoundness of his discussion about the
bodythe style Shilling maintains is crucial for further development of the sociology
of the body as a discipline, for it provides us with a rich intellectual environment
about the body' - Sociology 'For any colleague wanting to have a clear idea of how
studies of the body can be empirically grounded as well as theoretically 'rich', Chris
Shilling's The Body in Culture, Technology and Society , is the book to read. To my
mind it offers the best account thus far of not only how social action is embodied
and must be recognised as such but also of how social structures condition and
shape embodied subjects in a variety of social arenas This is wonderful insightful
'stuff' - the ideas and intricate thoughts of a scholar such as Shilling who has been
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immersed in thinking about the complexities of the body in society as well as
sociology for a number of years' - Sociology of Health and Illness This is a
milestone in the sociology of the body. The book offers the most comprehensive
overview of the field to date and an innovative framework for the analysis of
embodiment. It is founded on a revised view of the relation of classical works to
the body. It argues that the body should be read as a multi-dimensional medium
for the constitution of society. Upon this foundation, the author constructs a series
of analyses of the body and the economy, culture, sociality, work, sport, music,
food and technology.

The Embodied Eye
Rooted in multimodal conversation analysis and based on video recordings of
naturally occurring social interactions, this book presents a novel analytical
perspective for the study of touch. The authors focus on how different forms of
touch are interactionally organized in everyday, institutional, and professional
practices, showing how touch is multimodally achieved in social interaction, how it
acquires its significance, how it is embedded in the current activity and in its social
context, and how it is systematically intertwined with talk, facial expressions, and
body posture. Including work by a wide range of renowned researchers, this
volume provides rich visual illustrations of situations featuring touch as a social
and intersubjective practice. The studies make a compelling contribution to the
field by clearly examining and demonstrating the social meaning of touch for the
participants in social interaction in a broad range of contexts. Presenting a new
methodology for the study of touch, this is key reading for all researchers and
scholars working in conversation analysis, multimodality, and related areas.

The Absent Body
The body and experiences of embodiment have generated a rich and diverse
sociological literature. This volume articulates and illustrates one major approach
to the sociology of the body: symbolic interactionism, an increasingly prevalent
theoretical base of contemporary sociology derived from the pragmatism of writers
such as John Dewey, William James, Charles Peirce, Charles Cooley and George
Herbert Mead. The authors argue that, from an interactionist perspective, the body
is much more than a tangible, corporeal object - it is a vessel of great significance
to the individual and society. From this perspective, body, self and social
interaction are intimately interrelated and constantly reconfigured. The collection
constitutes a unique anthology of empirical research on the body, from health and
illness to sexuality, from beauty and imagery to bodily performance in sport and
art, and from mediated communication to plastic surgery. The contributions are
informed by innovative interactionist theory, offering fresh insights into one of the
fastest growing sub-disciplines of sociology and cultural studies.

The Implications of Embodiment
First published in 1996. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
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How the Body Shapes Knowledge
Interaction design that entails a qualitative shift from a symbolic, languageoriented stance to an experiential stance that encompasses the entire design and
use cycle. With the rise of ubiquitous technology, data-driven design, and the
Internet of Things, our interactions and interfaces with technology are about to
change dramatically, incorporating such emerging technologies as shape-changing
interfaces, wearables, and movement-tracking apps. A successful interactive tool
will allow the user to engage in a smooth, embodied, interaction, creating an
intimate correspondence between users' actions and system response. And yet, as
Kristina Höök points out, current design methods emphasize symbolic, languageoriented, and predominantly visual interactions. In Designing with the Body, Höök
proposes a qualitative shift in interaction design to an experiential, felt, aesthetic
stance that encompasses the entire design and use cycle. Höök calls this new
approach soma design; it is a process that reincorporates body and movement into
a design regime that has long privileged language and logic. Soma design offers an
alternative to the aggressive, rapid design processes that dominate commercial
interaction design; it allows (and requires) a slow, thoughtful process that takes
into account fundamental human values. She argues that this new approach will
yield better products and create healthier, more sustainable companies. Höök
outlines the theory underlying soma design and describes motivations, methods,
and tools. She offers examples of soma design “encounters” and an account of her
own design process. She concludes with “A Soma Design Manifesto,” which
challenges interaction designers to “restart” their field—to focus on bodies and
perception rather than reasoning and intellect.

Aesthetics and the Embodied Mind: Beyond Art Theory and the
Cartesian Mind-Body Dichotomy
As exemplary representatives of a form of critical feminism, the writings of Judith
Butler, Katherine Hayles, and Donna Haraway offer entry into the great crises of
contemporary society, politics, and culture. Butler leads readers to rethink the
boundaries of the human in a time of perpetual war. Hayles turns herself into a
"writing machine" in order to find a dwelling place for the digital humanities within
the austere landscape of the culture of the code. Haraway is the one contemporary
thinker to have begun the necessary ethical project of creating a new language of
potential reconciliation among previously warring species. According to Arthur
Kroker, the postmodernism of Judith Butler, the posthumanism of Katherine Hayles,
and the companionism of Donna Haraway are possible pathways to the posthuman
future that is captured by the specter of body drift. Body drift refers to the fact that
individuals no longer inhabit a body, in any meaningful sense of the term, but
rather occupy a multiplicity of bodies: gendered, sexualized, laboring, disciplined,
imagined, and technologically augmented. Body drift is constituted by the blast of
information culture envisioned by artists, communicated by social networking, and
signified by its signs. It is lived daily by remixing, resplicing, and redesigning the
codes: codes of gender, sexuality, class, ideology, and identity. The writings of
Butler, Hayles, and Haraway, Kroker reveals, provide the critical vocabulary and
political context for understanding the deep complexities of body drift and
challenging the current emphasis on the material body.
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Material Culture and Technology in Everyday Life
This book offers a global perspective on the role food has played in shaping human
societies, through both individual and collective identities. It integrates
ethnographic and archaeological case studies from the European and Near Eastern
Neolithic, Han China, ancient Cahokia, Classic Maya, the Inka and many other
periods and regions, to ask how the meal in particular has acted as a social agent
in the formation of society, economy, culture and identity. Drawing on a range of
social theorists, Hastorf provides a theoretical toolkit essential for any
archaeologist interested in foodways. Studying the social life of food, this book
engages with taste, practice, the meal and the body to discuss power, identity,
gender and meaning that creates our world as it created past societies.

Touch in Social Interaction
This book explores the development of a sociology of embodiment in the context of
women’s lives in contemporary, urban India. Through a critical analysis of gender
and class, the author unravels the complexities that are intrinsic to the multilayered and fluid construction of woman’s identity in relation to embodiment.
Living the Body: Embodiment, Womanhood and Identity in Contemporary India is
the first book that unfolds an understanding of women’s experience of
embodiment by a careful analysis of the facts gathered from an Indian metropolis.
The author brings out numerous voices representing multiple subjectivities through
interviews of working class slum women, professional upper class women,
adolescent young women in secondary schools and in a slum, and the visual and
textual representation of women in a women’s magazine in English. The book will
be a compelling read for academicians and students working in the fields of
sociology, women’s studies, communication and media studies, anthropology,
sexuality and gender studies. It would also interest a wide urban readership,
especially NGOs and all those concerned about women’s and gender issues.

Symbolic Interactionism (RLE Social Theory)
“In the top corner of the window a pale, milky-white wisp is rising almost to the top
of our ten-foot ceiling. I am startled but not afraid. Mostly, I am engrossed; I have
never seen anything like this before (or since) and it fascinates me.” Dennis
Waskul writes these lines—about his first-hand experience with the
supernatural—in the introduction to his beguiling book Ghostly Encounters. Based
on two years of fieldwork and interviews with 71 midwestern Americans, the
Waskuls’ book is a reflexive ethnography that examines how people experience
ghosts and hauntings in everyday life. The authors explore how uncanny
happenings become ghosts, and the reasons people struggle with or against a will
to believe. They present the variety and character of hauntings and ghostly
encounters, outcomes of people telling haunted legends, and the nested
consequences of ghostly experiences. Through these stories, Ghostly Encounters
seeks to understand the persistence of uncanny experiences and beliefs in ghosts
in an age of reason, science, education, and technology—as well as how those
beliefs and experiences both reflect and serve important social and cultural
functions.
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Routledge Handbook of Body Studies
The SAGE Handbook of the Philosophy of Social Sciences
This volume builds on and expands the existing symbolic interactionist perspective
to include the study of social interaction made possible by the use of new social
media.

Embodiment, Enaction, and Culture
- what is the relationship between the social sciences and the natural sciences? where do today's dominant approaches to doing social science come from? - what
are the main fissures and debates in contemporary social scientific thought? - how
are we to make sense of seemingly contrasting approaches to how social scientists
find out about the world and justify their claims to have knowledge of it? In this
exciting handbook, Ian Jarvie and Jesús Zamora-Bonilla have put together a wideranging and authoritative overview of the main philosophical currents and
traditions at work in the social sciences today. Starting with the history of social
scientific thought, this handbook sets out to explore that core fundamentals of
social science practice, from issues of ontology and epistemology to issues of
practical method. Along the way it investigates such notions as paradigm,
empiricism, postmodernism, naturalism, language, agency, power, culture, and
causality. Bringing together in one volume leading authorities in the field from
around the world, this book will be a must-have for any serious scholar or student
of the social sciences.

The Social Body
Body/Embodiment
The body plays a central role in shaping our experience of the world. Why, then,
are we so frequently oblivious to our own bodies? We gaze at the world, but rarely
see our own eyes. We may be unable to explain how we perform the simplest of
acts. We are even less aware of our internal organs and the physiological
processes that keep us alive. In this fascinating work, Drew Leder examines all the
ways in which the body is absent—forgotten, alien, uncontrollable, obscured. In
part 1, Leder explores a wide range of bodily functions with an eye to structures of
concealment and alienation. He discusses not only perception and movement,
skills and tools, but a variety of "bodies" that philosophers tend to overlook: the
inner body with its anonymous rhythms; the sleeping body into which we nightly
lapse; the prenatal body from which we first came to be. Leder thereby seeks to
challenge "primacy of perception." In part 2, Leder shows how this phenomenology
allows us to rethink traditional concepts of mind and body. Leder argues that
Cartesian dualism exhibits an abiding power because it draws upon life-world
experiences. Descartes' corpus is filled with disruptive bodies which can only be
subdued by exercising "disembodied" reason. Leder explores the origins of this
notion of reason as disembodied, focusing upon the hidden corporeality of
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language and thought. In a final chapter, Leder then proposes a new ethic of
embodiment to carry us beyond Cartesianism. This original, important, and
accessible work uses examples from the author's medical training throughout. It
will interest all those concerned with phenomenology, the philosophy of mind, or
the Cartesian tradition; those working in the health care professions; and all those
fascinated by the human body.

Ghostly Encounters
The body and experiences of embodiment have generated a rich and diverse
sociological literature. This volume articulates and illustrates one major approach
to the sociology of the body: symbolic interactionism, an increasingly prevalent
theoretical base of contemporary sociology derived from the pragmatism of writers
such as John Dewey, William James, Charles Peirce, Charles Cooley and George
Herbert Mead. The authors argue that, from an interactionist perspective, the body
is much more than a tangible, corporeal object - it is a vessel of great significance
to the individual and society. From this perspective, body, self and social
interaction are intimately interrelated and constantly reconfigured. The collection
constitutes a unique anthology of empirical research on the body, from health and
illness to sexuality, from beauty and imagery to bodily performance in sport and
art, and from mediated communication to plastic surgery. The contributions are
informed by innovative interactionist theory, offering fresh insights into one of the
fastest growing sub-disciplines of sociology and cultural studies.

The Social Archaeology of Food
Doing more than one thing at the same time – a phenomenon that is often called
‘multitasking’ – is characteristic to many situations in everyday and professional
life. Although we all experience it, its real time features remain understudied.
Multiactivity in Social Interaction: Beyond multitasking offers a fresh view to the
phenomenon by presenting studies that explore how two or more activities can be
related and made co-relevant as people interact with one another. The studies
build on the basis that multiactivity is a social, verbal and embodied phenomenon.
They investigate multiactivity by using video recordings of real-life interactions
from a range of different contexts, such as medical settings, office workplaces and
car driving. With the companion collection Interacting with Objects: Language,
materiality, and social activity, the book advances understanding of the complex
organisation and accomplishment of social interaction, especially the significance
of embodiment, materiality, participation and temporality. A close appreciation of
how people use language and interact for and during multiactivity will not only
interest researchers in language and social interaction, communication studies and
discourse analysis, but will be very valuable for scholars in cognitive sciences,
psychology and sociology.

Body/Embodiment
This text explores the theory of embodied cognition, which suggests that human
cognition is "grounded" in the neural pathways linked to bodily sensation.
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Designing with the Body
The contributions contained in the second volume of the two-volume set Body,
Language and Mind introduce and elaborate upon the concept of sociocultural
situatedness, understood broadly as the way in which minds and cognitive
processes are shaped, both individually and collectively, by their interaction with
socioculturally contextualized structures and practices; and, furthermore, how
these structures interact, contextually, with language and can become embodied
in it. Drawing on theoretical concepts and analytical tools within the purview of
cognitive linguistics and related fields, the volume explores the relationship
between body, language and mind, focusing on the complex mutually reinforcing
relationships holding between the sociocultural contextualisation of language and,
inversely, the linguistic contextualisation of culure. Stated differently, the notion of
sociocultural situatedness allows for language to be seen as a cultural activity and
at the same time as a subtle mechanism for organizing culture and thought. The
volume offers a representative, multi- and interdisciplinary collection of new
papers on sociocultural situatedness, bringing together for the first time a wide
variety of perspectives and case studies directed explicitly to elucidating the
analytical potential of this concept for cognitive linguists and other researchers
working in allied fields such as AI, discourse studies and cognitive anthropology.
The book brings together several core issues related to the notion of sociocultural
situatedness, some of which have been addressed previously, although to a large
degree sporadically and from a variety of disciplinary perspectives without fully
exploring the possible analytical advantages of this concept as a tool for
investigating the role of culturally entrenched schemata in cognition and language.
In short, this is the first comprehensive survey of sociocultural situatedness theory.

Symbolic Interaction and New Social Media
In The Meaning of the Body, Mark Johnson continues his pioneering work on the
exciting connections between cognitive science, language, and meaning first
begun in the classic Metaphors We Live By. Johnson uses recent research into
infant psychology to show how the body generates meaning even before selfconsciousness has fully developed. From there he turns to cognitive neuroscience
to further explore the bodily origins of meaning, thought, and language and
examines the many dimensions of meaning—including images, qualities, emotions,
and metaphors—that are all rooted in the body’s physical encounters with the
world. Drawing on the psychology of art and pragmatist philosophy, Johnson
argues that all of these aspects of meaning-making are fundamentally aesthetic.
He concludes that the arts are the culmination of human attempts to find meaning
and that studying the aesthetic dimensions of our experience is crucial to
unlocking meaning's bodily sources. Throughout, Johnson puts forth a bold new
conception of the mind rooted in the understanding that philosophy will matter to
nonphilosophers only if it is built on a visceral connection to the world. “Mark
Johnson demonstrates that the aesthetic and emotional aspects of meaning are
fundamental—central to conceptual meaning and reason, and that the arts show
meaning-making in its fullest realization. If you were raised with the idea that art
and emotion were external to ideas and reason, you must read this book. It
grounds philosophy in our most visceral experience.”—George Lakoff, author of
Moral Politics
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The Senses in Self, Society, and Culture
"What are the relationships between the self and fieldwork? How do personal,
emotional and identity issues impact on fieldwork?" "The Ethnographic Self argues
that ethnographers and others involved in research in the field should be aware of
how fieldwork affects the researcher, and how the researcher affects the field.
Coffey synthesizes accounts of the personal experience of ethnography, and aims
to make sense of the process of fieldwork research as a set of practical, intellectual
and emotional accomplishments. The book is thematically arranged and illustrated
with a wide range of empirical material. The author examines the ethnographic
presence in the field, and the implications of this in and beyond fieldwork,
exploring issues such as the creation of the ethnographic self, and the embodiment
and sexualization of the field and self." "The Ethnographic Self will be of interest to
anyone working in the area of qualitative research, but especially for sociologists,
and educational and health researchers."--BOOK JACKET.

Living the Body
In The Brain's Body Victoria Pitts-Taylor brings feminist and critical theory to bear
on new development in neuroscience to demonstrate how power and inequality are
materially and symbolically entangled with neurobiological bodies. Pitts-Taylor is
interested in how the brain interacts with and is impacted by social structures,
especially in regard to race, class, gender, sexuality, and disability, as well as how
those social structures shape neuroscientific knowledge. Pointing out that some
brain scientists have not fully abandoned reductionist or determinist explanations
of neurobiology, Pitts-Taylor moves beyond debates over nature and nurture to
address the politics of plastic, biosocial brains. She highlights the potential of
research into poverty's effects on the brain to reinforce certain notions of poor
subjects and to justify particular forms of governance, while her queer critique of
kinship research demonstrates the limitations of hypotheses based on
heteronormative assumptions. In her exploration of the embodied mind and the
"embrained" body, Pitts-Taylor highlights the inextricability of nature and culture
and shows why using feminist and queer thought is essential to understanding the
biosociality of the brain.

Postmodern Sexualities
The Senses in Self, Society, and Culture is the definitive guide to the sociological
and anthropological study of the senses. Vannini, Waskul, and Gottschalk provide a
comprehensive map of the social and cultural significance of the senses that is
woven in a thorough analytical review of classical, recent, and emerging
scholarship and grounded in original empirical data that deepens the review and
analysis. By bridging cultural/qualitative sociology and cultural/humanistic
anthropology, The Senses in Self, Society, and Culture explicitly blurs boundaries
that are particularly weak in this field due to the ethnographic scope of much
research. Serving both the sociological and anthropological constituencies at once
means bridging ethnographic traditions, cultural foci, and socioecological
approaches to embodiment and sensuousness. The Senses in Self,Society, and
Culture is intended to be a milestone in the social sciences’ somatic turn.
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The Ethnographic Self
"Exploring a dazzling variety of religious imagery, David Morgan shows how vision
functions as an active, physical process, embedded in bodily experience and
profoundly shaped by social practice. Morgan's bold, thoughtful interpretations will
fascinate art historians and students of visual culture as well as historians of
religion.” -Pepe Karmel, Department of Art History, New York University "The
Embodied Eye is an important and truly groundbreaking book. It represents a
substantive and quite fascinating extension of David Morgan's previous workespecially as it impressively shows us how 'seeing' is the primary medium of social
life, and materially integrates the body of the individual and the body of the group.
Morgan is unquestionably the pioneering theorist in the whole emergent field of
Visual and Culture Studies as it relates to religion and art." -Norman Girardot,
University Distinguished Professor, Lehigh University “Under David Morgan’s
inspiring guidance, readers are taken on a dazzling journey through religious
images that mediate worlds of faith. Embedding vision in the body, this book
stands out with its thought-provoking approach to religious media as material and
embodied interfaces that underpin the social construction of the sacred.” -Birgit
Meyer, Professor of Religious Studies, Utrecht University

Studies in Symbolic Interaction
This is a collection of articles dealing with the point of view of symbolic
interactionism and with the topic of methodology in the discipline of sociology. It is
written by the leading figure in the school of symbolic interactionism, and presents
what might be regarded as the most authoritative statement of its point of view,
outlining its fundamental premises and sketching their implications for sociological
study. Blumer states that symbolic interactionism rests on three premises: that
human beings act toward things on the basis of the meanings of things have for
them; that the meaning of such things derives from the social interaction one has
with one's fellows; and that these meanings are handled in, and modified through,
an interpretive process.

Challenging Myths of Masculinity
Praise for the First Edition: `Essential to any collection of work on the body, health
and illness, or social theory' - Choice `Sophisticated and acutely perceptive of the
importance of the complex dialectic between social institutions, culture and
biological conditions' - Times Higher Education Supplement `Chris Shilling has done
us all a splendid service in bringing together and illustrating the tremendous
diversity and richness of sociological thinking on the topic of human embodiment
and its implications' - Sociological Review This updated edition of the bestselling
text retains all the strengths of the first edition. Chris Shilling: provides a critical
survey of the field; demonstrates how developments in diet, sexuality,
reproductive technology, genetic engineering and sports science have made the
body a site for social alternatives and individual choices; and elucidates the
practical uses of theory in striking and accessible ways. In addition, new, original
material: explores the latest feminist, phenomenological and action-oriented
approaches to the body; examines the latest work on `body projects' and the
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relationship between the body and self-identity; and outlines a compelling
theoretical framework that provides a radical basis for the consolidation of body
studies.

The Body in Culture, Technology and Society
In the last three decades, the human body has gained increasing prominence in
contemporary political debates, and it has become a central topic of modern social
sciences and humanities. Modern technologies – such as organ transplants, stemcell research, nanotechnology, cosmetic surgery and cryonics – have changed how
we think about the body. In this collection of thirty original essays by leading
figures in the field, these issues are explored across a number of theoretical and
disciplinary perspectives, including pragmatism, feminism, queer theory, postmodernism, post-humanism, cultural sociology, philosophy and anthropology. A
wide range of case studies, which include cosmetics, diet, organ transplants, racial
bodies, masculinity and sexuality, eating disorders, religion and the sacred body,
and disability, are used to appraise these different perspectives. In addition, this
Handbook explores various epistemological approaches to the basic question: what
is a body? It also offers a strongly themed range of chapters on empirical topics
that are organized around religion, medicine, gender, technology and
consumption. It also contributes to the debate over the globalization of the body:
how have military technology, modern medicine, sport and consumption led to this
contemporary obsession with matters corporeal? The Handbook’s clear, direct style
will appeal to a wide undergraduate audience in the social sciences, particularly for
those studying medical sociology, gender studies, sports studies, disability studies,
social gerontology, or the sociology of religion. It will serve to consolidate the new
field of body studies.

Body Drift
Many myths surround male bodies and associated bodywork, especially when such
bodywork is labelled culturally or socially atypical or 'problematic'. Bodybuilding,
for example, has been explained in terms of gender inadequacy and an 'Adonis
complex' akin to reverse anorexia, while men electing to undergo aesthetic
cosmetic surgery are deemed 'too concerned' about their appearance and thus
woman-like. Myths also discredit men and boys who do not engage in appropriate
bodywork when this is expected. For instance, amidst public health concerns
surrounding a so-called 'obesity epidemic', men and boys who resist physical
activity and/or attempts to promote a 'healthy weight' are deemed ignorant,
apathetic and in need of correction. Drawing on extensive field research conducted
in North America and Britain over a twenty year period, this book challenges such
masculine myth making. Mindful of a rich sociological tradition that seeks to
understand the social world as lived and experienced, the authors provide insights
that are likely to challenge common perceptions of various groups of men and
boys, their diverse physical cultures, shared ways of being and identities.
Presenting empirically grounded understandings of diverse bodily practices and
discourses including bodybuilding, cosmetic surgery, dieting and nightclub
security, Challenging Myths of Masculinity will appeal to scholars of sociology,
geography and cultural studies, with interests in gender, embodiment and
masculinities.
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The Body and Social Theory
Cultural sensibilities about tattooing are discussed within historical context and in
relation to broader trends in body modification, such as cosmetic surgery, dieting,
and piercing.

Multiactivity in Social Interaction
In the last three decades, the human body has gained increasing prominence in
contemporary political debates, and it has become a central topic of modern social
sciences and humanities. Modern technologies – such as organ transplants, stemcell research, nanotechnology, cosmetic surgery and cryonics – have changed how
we think about the body. In this collection of thirty original essays by leading
figures in the field, these issues are explored across a number of theoretical and
disciplinary perspectives, including pragmatism, feminism, queer theory, postmodernism, post-humanism, cultural sociology, philosophy and anthropology. A
wide range of case studies, which include cosmetics, diet, organ transplants, racial
bodies, masculinity and sexuality, eating disorders, religion and the sacred body,
and disability, are used to appraise these different perspectives. In addition, this
Handbook explores various epistemological approaches to the basic question: what
is a body? It also offers a strongly themed range of chapters on empirical topics
that are organized around religion, medicine, gender, technology and
consumption. It also contributes to the debate over the globalization of the body:
how have military technology, modern medicine, sport and consumption led to this
contemporary obsession with matters corporeal? The Handbook’s clear, direct style
will appeal to a wide undergraduate audience in the social sciences, particularly for
those studying medical sociology, gender studies, sports studies, disability studies,
social gerontology, or the sociology of religion. It will serve to consolidate the new
field of body studies.

Lived Culture and Psychology: Sharedness and Normativity as
Discursive, Embodied and Affective Engagements with the
World in Social Interaction
This book explores both the embodied nature of social life and the social nature of
human bodily life. It provides an accessible review of the contemporary social
science debates on the body, and develops a coherent new perspective. Nick
Crossley critically reviews the literature on mind and body, and also on the body
and society. He draws on theoretical insights from the work of Gilbert Ryle, Maurice
Merleau-Ponty, George Herbert Mead and Pierre Bourdieu, and shows how the work
of these writers overlaps in interesting and important ways which, when combined,
provide the basis for a persuasive and robust account of human embodiment. The
Social Body provides a timely review of the theoretical approaches to the sociology
of the body. It offers new insights, and a coherent new perspective on the body.

Routledge Handbook of Body Studies
The Color Of Love reveals the power of racial hierarchies to infiltrate our most
intimate relationships. Delving far deeper than previous sociologists have into the
Page 12/16

Acces PDF Bodyembodiment Symbolic Interaction And The Sociology Of
The Body
black Brazilian experience, Elizabeth Hordge-Freeman examines the relationship
between racialization and the emotional life of a family. Based on interviews and a
sixteen-month ethnography of ten working-class Brazilian families, this provocative
work sheds light on how families simultaneously resist and reproduce racial
hierarchies. Examining race and gender, Hordge-Freeman illustrates the privileges
of whiteness by revealing how those with “blacker” features often experience
material and emotional hardships. From parental ties, to sibling interactions, to
extended family and romantic relationships, the chapters chart new territory by
revealing the connection between proximity to whiteness and the distribution of
affection within families. Hordge-Freeman also explores how black Brazilian
families, particularly mothers, rely on diverse strategies that reproduce, negotiate,
and resist racism. She frames efforts to modify racial features as sometimes
reflecting internalized racism, and at other times as responding to material and
emotional considerations. Contextualizing their strategies within broader narratives
of the African diaspora, she examines how Salvador’s inhabitants perceive the
history of the slave trade itself in a city that is referred to as the “blackest” in
Brazil. She argues that racial hierarchies may orchestrate family relationships in
ways that reflect and reproduce racial inequality, but black Brazilian families
actively negotiate these hierarchies to assert their citizenship and humanity.

The Meaning of the Body
This vibrant volume is a creative mix of contributions, including seminal essays and
interpretive works, from researchers and writers in the area of popular music and
major players in the bright future of symbolic interaction. Genres discussed range
from country, jazz and the virtuoso to latino, grindcore and extreme metal.

Body/Embodiment
This edited volume is scientifically based, but readable for a larger audience,
covering the concept of "embodied cognition" and its implications from a
transdisciplinary angle. The contributions are from the fields of psychology,
computer science, biology, philosophy, and psychiatry. First, the roots of
embodiment are described with historical, computer-science, and
phenomenological viewpoints. It is argued that embodied cognition is relevant for
the discussion of intentionality, with a particular focus on underlying neural
processes as well as the context of synergetics and self-organization theory. As
cognition is socially embedded, a large section of this book concentrates on
"embodied communication": How does embodiment influence the way to approach
others, what role do body movements play in social interaction, what is the
function of nonverbal synchrony in interpersonal relationships and psychotherapy?
Embodied cognitive agents are further embedded in particular cultural and
environmental contexts. This book thus addresses the active role that cultural and
environmental aspects play in driving cognition. Some applications of embodiment,
e.g. to psychotherapy and aesthetics are also presented.

The Present and Future of Symbolic Interactionism
Symbolic interactionsim is of major importance in contemporary sociology. In this
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study, three authorities in the field collaborate to define symbolic interactionism
and to describe, and present criticism of, the interactionist perspective. The
contributions of G.H. Mead, J. Dewey, C.H. Cooley, W.I. Thomas and other theorists
to the interactionist viewpoint on human behaviour and social life are examined.
There is a systematic discussion of the diverse schools of thought within the field,
including H.G. Blumer’s Chicago School, M.H. Kuhn’s Iowa School, E. Goffman’s
dramaturgical approach and H. Garfinkel’s ethnomethodology. Criticisms of
symbolic interactionism by both adherents and opponents to the perspective are
selected and assessed. Throughout the book, the authors survey the social and
intellectual sources of significant ideas, thereby incorporating a reflexive, sociologyof-sociology orientation.

Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism
The body and experiences of embodiment have generated a rich and diverse
sociological literature. This volume articulates and illustrates one major approach
to the sociology of the body: symbolic interactionism, an increasingly prevalent
theoretical base of contemporary sociology derived from the pragmatism of writers
such as John Dewey, William James, Charles Peirce, Charles Cooley and George
Herbert Mead. The authors argue that, from an interactionist perspective, the body
is much more than a tangible, corporeal object – it is a vessel of great significance
to the individual and society. From this perspective, body, self and social
interaction are intimately interrelated and constantly reconfigured. The collection
constitutes a unique anthology of empirical research on the body, from health and
illness to sexuality, from beauty and imagery to bodily performance in sport and
art, and from mediated communication to plastic surgery. The contributions are
informed by innovative interactionist theory, offering fresh insights into one of the
fastest growing sub-disciplines of sociology and cultural studies.

Symbolic Interactionism
The first interdisciplinary investigation of the cultural context of enactive
embodiment, offering perspectives that range from the neurophilosophical to the
anthropological.

Tattooed
Embodied cognition represents one of most important research programs in
contemporary cognitive science. Although there is a diversity of opinion concerning
the nature of embodiment, the core idea is that cognitive processes are influenced
by body morphology, emotions, and sensorimotor systems. This idea is supported
by an ever increasing collection of empirical studies that fall into two broad
classes: one consisting of experiments that implicate action, emotion, and
perception systems in seemingly abstract cognitive tasks and the other consisting
of experiments that demonstrate the contribution of bodily interaction with the
external environment to the performance of such tasks. Now that the research
program of embodied cognition is well established, the time seems right for
assessing its further promise and potential limitations. This research topic aims to
create an interdisciplinary forum for discussing where we go from here. Given that
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we have good reason to think that the body influences cognition in surprisingly
robust ways, the central question is no longer whether or not any cognitive
processes are embodied. Instead, other questions have come to the fore: To what
extent are cognitive processes in general embodied? Are there disembodied
processes? Among those that are embodied, how are they embodied? Is there
more than one kind of embodiment? Is embodiment a matter of degree? There are
a number of specific issues that could be addressed by submissions to this
research topic. Some supporters of embodied cognition eschew representations.
Should anti-representationalism be a core part of an embodied approach? What
role should dynamical models play? Research in embodied cognition has tended to
focus on the importance of sensorimotor areas for cognition. What are the
functions of multimodal or amodal brain areas? Abstract concepts have proved to
be a challenge for embodied cognition. How should they be handled? Should
researchers allow for some form of weak embodiment? Currently, there is a split
between those who offer a simulation-based approach to embodiment and those
who offer an enactive approach. Who is right? Should there be a rapprochement
between these two groups? Some experimental and robotics researchers have
recently shown a great deal of interest in the idea that external resources such as
language can serve as form of cognitive scaffolding. What are the implications of
this idea for embodied cognition? This research aims to bring together empirical
and theoretical work from a diversity of perspectives. Subtitling is one of the most
important disciplines in the history of social sciences, with the help of cognitive
psychology. Researchers are encouraged to submit papers to discussing the future
of embodied cognition, methods, models, or theories.

Beyond the body? The Future of Embodied Cognition
Symbolic interactionism has a long history in sociology, social psychology, and
related social sciences. In this volume, the editors and contributors explain its
history, major theoretical tenets and concepts, methods of doing symbolic
interactionist work, and its uses and findings in a host of substantive research
areas.
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