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McNamara's Folly
Preparing for War
More than a quarter of a century after the last Marine Corps Huey left the American
embassy in Saigon, the lessons and legacies of the most divisive war in twentiethcentury American history are as hotly debated as ever. Why did successive
administrations choose little-known Vietnam as the "test case" of American
commitment in the fight against communism? Why were the "best and brightest"
apparently blind to the illegitimacy of the state of South Vietnam? Would Kennedy
have pulled out had he lived? And what lessons regarding American foreign policy
emerged from the war? The Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War helps readers
understand this tragic and complex conflict. The book contains both interpretive
information and a wealth of facts in easy-to-find form. Part I provides a lucid
narrative overview of contested issues and interpretations in Vietnam scholarship.
Part II is a mini-encyclopedia with descriptions and analysis of individuals, events,
groups, and military operations. Arranged alphabetically, this section enables
readers to look up isolated facts and specialized terms. Part III is a chronology of
key events. Part IV is an annotated guide to resources, including films,
documentaries, CD-ROMs, and reliable Web sites. Part V contains excerpts from
historical documents and statistical data.

Warriors and Citizens
In Retrospect
“A terrific book, lively and brisk . . . a must read for anyone who tries to understand
the Vietnam War.” —Thomas E. Ricks Is it possible that the riddle of America’s
military failure in Vietnam has a one-word, one-man answer? Until we understand
Gen. William Westmoreland, we will never know what went wrong in the Vietnam
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War. An Eagle Scout at fifteen, First Captain of his West Point class, Westmoreland
fought in two wars and became Superintendent at West Point. Then he was chosen
to lead the war effort in Vietnam for four crucial years. He proved a disaster.
Unable to think creatively about unconventional warfare, Westmoreland chose an
unavailing strategy, stuck to it in the face of all opposition, and stood accused of
fudging the results when it mattered most. In this definitive portrait, prize-winning
military historian Lewis Sorley makes a plausible case that the war could have
been won were it not for General Westmoreland. An authoritative study offering
tragic lessons crucial for the future of American leadership, Westmoreland is
essential reading. “Eye-opening and sometimes maddening, Sorley’s
Westmoreland is not to be missed.” —John Prados, author of Vietnam: The History
of an Unwinnable War, 1945–1975

The Unquiet Frontier
The U.S. Army has always regarded preparing for war as its peacetime role, but
how it fulfilled that duty has changed dramatically between the War of 1812 and
World War I. J. P. Clark shows how differing personal experiences of war and peace
among successive generations of professional soldiers left their mark upon the
Army and its ways.

Choosing War
"The war in Vietnam was not lost in the field, nor was it lost on the front pages of
the New York Times or the college campuses. It was lost in Washington, D.C." - H.
R. McMaster (from the Conclusion) Dereliction Of Duty is a stunning new analysis of
how and why the United States became involved in an all-out and disastrous war in
Southeast Asia. Fully and convincingly researched, based on recently released
transcripts and personal accounts of crucial meetings, confrontations and
decisions, it is the only book that fully re-creates what happened and why. It also
pinpoints the policies and decisions that got the United States into the morass and
reveals who made these decisions and the motives behind them, disproving the
published theories of other historians and excuses of the participants. Dereliction
Of Duty covers the story in strong narrative fashion, focusing on a fascinating cast
of characters: President Lyndon Johnson, Robert McNamara, General Maxwell
Taylor, McGeorge Bundy and other top aides who deliberately deceived the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, the U.S. Congress and the American public. Sure to generate
controversy, Dereliction Of Duty is an explosive and authoritative new look at the
controversy concerning the United States involvement in Vietnam.

LBJ and Vietnam
The recent Afghanistan and Iraq wars were very controversial. The conflicts’
casualties, intractability and the apparent failure of the US and its allies to achieve
their objectives mean that many see the wars as failures. This resulted in a loss of
confidence in the West of the utility of force as an instrument of state power. Both
wars have been well described by journalists. There is no shortage of memoirs. But
there is little discussion of how the conduct of these wars and capabilities of the
forces involved changed and evolved, and of the implications of these
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developments for future warfare. This book gives readers a clear understanding of
the military character dynamics of both wars and how these changed between
2001 and 2014. This includes the strategy, operations, tactics and technology of
the forces of the US and its allies, Afghan and Iraqi government forces as well as
insurgents and militias, showing how they evolved over time. Many of these
developments have wider relevance to future conflicts. The book identifies those
that are of potential wider application to US, NATO and other western forces, to
insurgents, as well as to forces of states that might choose to confront the west
militarily.

Robert McNamara's Other War
Increasingly in the West, China is being characterized as a threat to the liberal
international order, one that must be overcome through economic, political,
technological, and even military means. For those who believe that the policies of
the Chinese Communist Party pose a threat to free and open societies, the U.S.
and like-minded nations must band together to preserve a rules-based
international order. For others, this approach spells disaster; it ignores the history
and dynamics propelling China’s rise to superpower status. Rather than
threatening the post-war order, China is its best, and maybe only, guarantor in an
era of declining U.S. leadership, increased regional instability, and slowing global
growth. The twenty-fourth semi-annual Munk Debate, held on May 9, 2019, pits
former Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs H. R. McMaster and
director for Chinese strategy at the D.C.-based Hudson Institute think tank Michael
Pillsbury against former President of the United Nations Security Council Kishore
Mahbubani and president of one of China’s top independent think tanks, the Center
for China Globalization, Huiyao Wang to debate the threat of China to the liberal
international order.

War Without Fronts
An epic history of the decline of American military leadership?from the #1
bestselling author of Fiasco Thomas E. Ricks has made a close study of America's
military leaders for three decades, and in The Generals, he chronicles the widening
gulf between performance and accountability among the top brass of the U.S.
military. While history has been kind to the American generals of World War
II?Marshall, Eisenhower, Patton, and Bradley?it has been less kind to others, such
as Koster, Franks, Sanchez, and Petraeus. Ricks sets out to explain why that is. We
meet great leaders and suspect ones, generals who rose to the occasion and
generals who failed themselves and their soldiers. In Ricks's hands, this story
resounds with larger meaning: about the transmission of values, about strategic
thinking, and about the difference between an organization that learns and one
that fails.

Promise and Power
Explores theories on the evolution of technology, the effects that human choice
has on this revolution, and what's in store in the future.
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Lyndon Johnson's War: The Road to Stalemate in Vietnam
Robert McNamara's Other War chronicles the former defense secretary's thirteenyear presidency of the World Bank. Using previously unstudied World Bank
documents, Patrick Allan Sharma recounts the World Bank's transformation under
McNamara and highlights his complex legacy.

Working
Lt. Col. Robert “Buzz” Patterson exposes the terrifying, behind-the-scenes story of
the years when the most irresponsible President in our history had his finger on the
nuclear trigger. Dereliction of Duty is the inside story of the damage Bill Clinton did
to the U.S. military and how he compromised our national security. From his
laughable salutes, to his arrogant, anti-military staffers, the message came
through loud and clear: the Clinton Administration had nothing but contempt for
America’s men and women in uniform. For two years, Patterson was the White
House military aide who carried the “nuclear football,” which provides the
President with remote nuclear strike capabilities. What he witnessed is shocking.
Dereliction of Duty is the book every American concerned about our national
security has been waiting for—written by a military man who was an eyewitness
inside the Clinton White House, and who can no longer in good conscience keep
silent.

A Better War
The author, at age eighty-two, was told that he needed immediate surgery to clear
his blocked arteries. On what he knew might very well be his deathbed, he
reflected on his many losses and accomplishments, and on all that remained to be
done. Fortunately, he survived the life-threatening heart surgery to turn those
reflections into a book which discusses his affection for his family both departed
and still living, his aspirations for his writing, and his hope that he improved the
world

Into the Quagmire
Walt Rostow's meteoric rise to power—from Flatbush, Brooklyn, to the West Wing
of the White House—seemed to capture the promise of the American dream.
Hailing from humble origins, Rostow became an intellectual powerhouse: a
professor of economic history at MIT and an influential foreign policy adviser to
John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. Too influential, according to some. While
Rostow inspired respect and affection, he also made some powerful enemies.
Averell Harriman, one of America's most celebrated diplomats, described Rostow
as "America's Rasputin" for the unsavory influence he exerted on presidential
decision-making. Rostow was the first to advise Kennedy to send U.S. combat
troops to South Vietnam and the first to recommend the bombing of North
Vietnam. He framed a policy of military escalation, championed recklessly
optimistic reporting, and then advised LBJ against pursuing a compromise peace
with North Vietnam. David Milne examines one man's impact on the United States'
worst-ever military defeat. It is a portrait of good intentions and fatal
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misjudgments. A true ideologue, Rostow believed that it is beholden upon the
United States to democratize other nations and do "good," no matter what the
cost. America's Rasputin explores the consequences of this idealistic but
unyielding dogma.

Swords And Plowshares
The burgeoning of global connectivity in recent decades is without historical
parallel and the 'wiring up' of the world continues apace, even in the poorest
regions. Flux and ever-quickening change are the leitmotifs of the 'information age'
across a swathe of human enterprise from industry and commerce through to
politics and social relations. This is no less the case for the patterns of war, where
change has been disorientating for soldiers and statesmen whose confidence in the
old, the traditional, and the known has been shaken. David Betz's book explains
the huge and disruptive implications of connectivity for the practice of warfare. The
tactical ingenuity of opponents to confound or drop below the threshold of
sophisticated weapons systems means war remains the realm of chance and
probability. Increasingly, though, the conflicts of our time are less contests of arms
than wars of hearts and minds conducted on a mass scale through multimedia
communications networks. The most pernicious challengers to the status quo are
not states but ever more powerful non-state actors.

Westmoreland's War
Militaries with state-of-the-art information technology sometimes bog down in
confusing conflicts. To understand why, it is important to understand the microfoundations of military power in the information age, and this is exactly what Jon R.
Lindsay's Information Technology and Military Power gives us. As Lindsay shows,
digital systems now mediate almost every effort to gather, store, display, analyze,
and communicate information in military organizations. He highlights how
personnel now struggle with their own information systems as much as with the
enemy. Throughout this foray into networked technology in military operations, we
see how information practice—the ways in which practitioners use technology in
actual operations—shapes the effectiveness of military performance. The quality of
information practice depends on the interaction between strategic problems and
organizational solutions. Information Technology and Military Power explores
information practice through a series of detailed historical cases and ethnographic
studies of military organizations at war. Lindsay explains why the US military,
despite all its technological advantages, has struggled for so long in
unconventional conflicts against weaker adversaries. This same perspective
suggests that the US retains important advantages against advanced competitors
like China that are less prepared to cope with the complexity of information
systems in wartime. Lindsay argues convincingly that a better understanding of
how personnel actually use technology can inform the design of command and
control, improve the net assessment of military power, and promote reforms to
improve military performance. Warfighting problems and technical solutions keep
on changing, but information practice is always stuck in between.

Information Technology and Military Power
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#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER. The definitive insider's account of American policy
making in Vietnam. "Can anyone remember a public official with the courage to
confess error and explain where he and his country went wrong? This is what
Robert McNamara does in this brave, honest, honorable, and altogether compelling
book."—Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. Written twenty years after the end of the Vietnam
War, former Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara's controversial memoir
answers the lingering questions that surround this disastrous episode in American
history. With unprecedented candor and drawing on a wealth of newly declassified
documents, McNamara reveals the fatal misassumptions behind our involvement in
Vietnam. Keenly observed and dramatically written, In Retrospect possesses the
urgency and poignancy that mark the very best histories—and the unsparing
candor that is the trademark of the greatest personal memoirs. Includes a preface
written by McNamara for the paperback edition.

The Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War
This is the first major biography, & only complete history, of this enigmatic man
who has been a towering figure of the 20th century. Here is the dramatic story of a
brilliant but flawed leader who struggled endlessly to reconcile his Berkeley-bred
social conscience with his raw drive for power. From his position as the wunderkind
president of the Ford Motor Co., to his reign as secretary of defense during the
Vietnam War, through his efforts as the president of the World Bank, Deborah
Shapley paints an electric portrait of Robert Strange McNamara. "A definitive
portrait of a symbol of the American Century." Photos.

The Uncertain Trumpet
This groundbreaking study offers a major reinterpretation of American strategy
during the first half of the Vietnam War. Gregory A. Daddis argues senior military
leaders developed a comprehensive campaign strategy, one not confined to
'attrition' of enemy forces. This innovative work is a must for a genuine
understanding of the Vietnam War.

Dereliction of Duty
This book covers the history of the military profession in the Western World from
the ancient Greeks to the present day. Drawing from military history, from
sociology, and other disciplines, it goes beyond traditional insights to locate the
military profession in the context of both literary and cultural history. The thesis of
the book is that soldiers have made an unacknowledged contribution to the theory
and practice of civilization, and that they will again be called upon to do so going
forward in important ways. While this thesis is not original, the approach to
upholding it is, particularly in the extent to which the book draws on the disciplines
of the humanities to make its points. The military profession, considered most
comprehensively, might be considered as an interdisciplinary branch of the
humanities. A soldier is made of the words of history, poetry, and the laws and
language of his calling. To fulfill its future role, the military professionals of today
must know, heed, and apply the examples and narrative of the most successful
and exemplary military professionals of the past at their best. Given the possibility
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of devastating conflicts or natural cataclysms in our century, the military
profession might be called upon to preserve values of civilization even after the
physical temple has been pulled down. The profession of arms is still something
that civilization cannot exist without, and perhaps only its unique combination of
strength and wisdom in matters of life and death will be sufficient to save us.

Planning A Tragedy: The Americanization of the War in
Vietnam
"Takes an historically important decision, places it in its immediate stream of
policy development, perceptions and events and adds what was missing from the
Pentagon Papers."—Richard E. Neustadt, Harvard University "A thoroughly
researched and highly perceptive study of the decisions that turned the tribal
struggle in Vietnam into an American war. Berman's book fully documents the role
of domestic policy in our tragic involvement. As one who watched the process at
firsthand. I commend Professor Berman's book for its fairness and insight."—
George W. Ball

Dereliction of Duty
From the Baltic to the South China Sea, newly assertive authoritarian states sense
an opportunity to resurrect old empires or build new ones at America's expense.
Hoping that U.S. decline is real, nations such as Russia, Iran, and China are testing
Washington's resolve by targeting vulnerable allies at the frontiers of American
power. The Unquiet Frontier explains why the United States needs a new grand
strategy that uses strong frontier alliance networks to raise the costs of military
aggression in the new century. Jakub Grygiel and Wess Mitchell describe the
aggressive methods rival nations are using to test U.S. power in strategically
critical regions throughout the world. They show how rising and revisionist powers
are putting pressure on our frontier allies—countries like Poland, Israel, and
Taiwan—to gauge our leaders' commitment to upholding the U.S.-led global order.
To cope with these dangerous dynamics, nervous U.S. allies are diversifying their
national-security "menu cards" by beefing up their militaries or even aligning with
their aggressors. Grygiel and Mitchell reveal how numerous would-be great powers
use an arsenal of asymmetric techniques to probe and sift American strength
across several regions simultaneously, and how rivals and allies alike are learning
from America's management of increasingly interlinked global crises to hone
effective strategies of their own. The Unquiet Frontier demonstrates why the
United States must strengthen the international order that has provided greater
benefits to the world than any in history.

Harsh Lessons
A revelatory look at the decisions that led to the U.S. involvement in Vietnam,
drawing on the insights and reassessments of one of the war's architects "I had a
part in a great failure. I made mistakes of perception, recommendation and
execution. If I have learned anything I should share it." These are not words that
Americans ever expected to hear from McGeorge Bundy, the national security
adviser to Presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. But in the last years
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of his life, Bundy—the only principal architect of Vietnam strategy to have
maintained his public silence—decided to revisit the decisions that had led to war
and to look anew at the role he played. He enlisted the collaboration of the political
scientist Gordon M. Goldstein, and together they explored what happened and
what might have been. With Bundy's death in 1996, that manuscript could not be
completed, but Goldstein has built on their collaboration in an original and
provocative work of presidential history that distills the essential lessons of
America's involvement in Vietnam. Drawing on Goldstein's prodigious research as
well as the interviews and analysis he conducted with Bundy, Lessons in Disaster is
a historical tour de force on the uses and misuses of American power. And in our
own era, in the wake of presidential decisions that propelled the United States into
another war under dubious pretexts, these lessons offer instructive guidance that
we must heed if we are not to repeat the mistakes of the past.

About Face
"Masterful. . . . Logevall presents a vivid and tragic portrait of the elements of U.S.
decision-making on Vietnam from the beginning of the Kennedy administration
through the announcement of the American ground war in July 1965. In the process
he reveals a troubling picture of top officials in both the Kennedy and Johnson
administrations persisting in efforts to boost the fortunes of sucessive
governments of South Vietnam, even while they acknowledged that their chances
for success were remote. In addition, he places the decision-making squarely in the
international context."—Robert D. Schulzinger, author of A Time for War: The
United States and Vietnam, 1941-1975 "Stunning in its research and highly
sophisticated in its analysis, Choosing War is far and away the best study we have
of Lyndon Johnson's escalation of the conflict in Vietnam."—George C. Herring "In
this fine book, Fredrick Logevall offers the first detailed examination of why
diplomacy failed to head off the Vietnam War. Grounding himself in documentary
research and other sources from several countries, Logevall comes closer than
anyone ever has to explaining what happened. His clear writing and deep analysis
may well change our understanding of Vietnam as a quagmire."—John Prados,
author of The Hidden History of the Vietnam War "A rising star among a new
generation of historians, Fredrik Logevall has written the most important Vietnam
book in years. By explaining the international context of that tragic conflict,
Choosing War provides startling answers to the question, Why did the war happen?
Controversial yet fair, this account challenges the reader to think through John F.
Kennedy's and Lydon B. Johnson's individual responsibility for Vietnam. The effect
is compelling, unforgettable history."—Timothy Naftali, co-author of "One Hell of a
Gamble:" Khrushchev, Castro, and Kennedy, 1958-1964

Dereliction of Duty
A diverse group of contributors offer different perspectives on whether or not the
different experiences of our military and the broader society amounts to a
"gap"—and if the American public is losing connection to its military. They analyze
extensive polling information to identify those gaps between civilian and military
attitudes on issues central to the military profession and the professionalism of our
military, determine which if any of these gaps are problematic for sustaining the
traditionally strong bonds between the American military and its broader public,
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analyze whether any problematic gaps are amenable to remediation by policy
means, and assess potential solutions. The contributors also explore public
disengagement and the effect of high levels of public support for the military
combined with very low levels of trust in elected political leaders—both recurring
themes in their research. And they reflect on whether American society is
becoming so divorced from the requirements for success on the battlefield that not
only will we fail to comprehend our military, but we also will be unwilling to endure
a military so constituted to protect us. Contributors: Rosa Brooks, Matthew
Colford,Thomas Donnelly, Peter Feaver, Jim Golby, Jim Hake, Tod Lindberg,
Mackubin Thomas Owens, Cody Poplin, Nadia Schadlow, A. J. Sugarman, Lindsay
Cohn Warrior, Benjamin Wittes

Open Heart
Called “everything a war memoir could possibly be” by The New York Times, this
all-time classic of the military memoir genre now includes a new forward from
bestselling author and retired Navy SEAL Jocko Willink. Whether he was fifteen
years old or forty, David Hackworth devoted his life to the US Army and quickly
became a living legend. However, he appeared on TV in 1971 to decry the doomed
war effort in Vietnam. From Korea to Berlin and the Cuban missile crisis to
Vietnam, Hackworth’s story is that of an exemplary patriot, played against the
backdrop of the changing fortunes of America and the US military. This memoir is
the stunning indictment of the Pentagon’s fundamental misunderstanding of the
Vietnam conflict and of the bureaucracy of self-interest that fueled the war. With
About Face, Hackworth has written what many Vietnam veterans have called the
most important book of their generation and presents a vivid and powerful portrait
of patriotism.

The Soft Edge
Documents the origin of American involvement in the Vietnam War and how the
policies in the Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson administrations led to war.

Soldiers and Civilization
When Joint Special Operations Command deployed Task Force 714 to Iraq in 2003,
it faced an adversary unlike any it had previously encountered: al-Qaeda in Iraq
(AQI). AQI’s organization into multiple, independent networks and its application of
Information Age technologies allowed it to wage war across a vast landscape. To
meet this unique threat, TF 714 developed the intelligence capacity to operate
inside those networks, and in the words of commander Gen. Stanley McChrystal,
USA (Ret.) “claw the guts out of AQI.” In Transforming US Intelligence for Irregular
War, Richard H. Shultz Jr. provides a broad discussion of the role of intelligence in
combatting nonstate militants and revisits this moment of innovation during the
Iraq War, showing how the defense and intelligence communities can adapt to new
and evolving foes. Shultz tells the story of how TF 714 partnered with US
intelligence agencies to dismantle AQI’s secret networks by eliminating many of its
key leaders. He also reveals how TF 714 altered its methods and practices of
intelligence collection, intelligence analysis, and covert paramilitary operations to
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suppress AQI’s growing insurgency and, ultimately, destroy its networked
infrastructure. TF 714 remains an exemplar of successful organizational learning
and adaptation in the midst of modern warfare. By examining its innovations,
Shultz makes a compelling case for intelligence leading the way in future
campaigns against nonstate armed groups.

Lessons in Disaster
Shortly before 8 am on 16 March 1968, C Company, 1st Battalion, 20th Regiment,
11th Brigade, Americal Division, on a search-and-destroy mission in Quang Ngai
Province, South Vietnam, entered the hamlet of My Lai. By noon more than 400
women, children and old men had been systematically murdered. To this day, the
My Lai massacre has remained the most shocking episode of the Vietnam War. Yet
this infamous incident was not an exception or aberration. Based on extensive
research and unprecedented access to US Army archives, and tracing the
responsibility for these atrocities all the way up to the White House and the
Pentagon, War Without Fronts reveals the true extent of war crimes committed by
American troops in Vietnam and how a war to win hearts and minds soon became
a war against civilians.

Dereliction of Duty
"Turn every page" -- Robert Moses. The city-shaper ; Carbon footprint ; Sanctum
sanctorum for writers -- Lyndon Johnson. LBJA ; "Why can't you do a biography of
Napoleon?" ; Interviewing. "I lied under oath" : Luis Salas ; "Hell, no, he's not dead"
: Vernon Whiteside ; "It's all there in black and white" : Ella So Relle ; "I wanted to
be a citizen" : Margaret and David Frost ; "My eyes were just out on stems" : Lady
Bird Johnson ; Tricks of the trade -- A sense of place -- Two songs -- The Paris
Review interview.

Carnage and Connectivity
Illuminates the bankruptcy of the campaign against North Vietnam

Ideas as Weapons
In November of 1964, as Lyndon Johnson celebrated his landslide victory over
Barry Goldwater, the government of South Vietnam lay in a shambles. Ambassador
Maxwell Taylor described it as a country beset by "chronic factionalism, civilianmilitary suspicion and distrust, absence of national spirit and motivation, lack of
cohesion in the social structure, lack of experience in the conduct of government."
Virtually no one in the Johnson Administration believed that Saigon could defeat
the communist insurgency--and yet by July of 1965, a mere nine months later, they
would lock the United States on a path toward massive military intervention which
would ultimately destroy Johnson's presidency and polarize the American people.
Into the Quagmire presents a closely rendered, almost day-by-day account of
America's deepening involvement in Vietnam during those crucial nine months.
Mining a wealth of recently opened material at the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library
and elsewhere, Brian VanDeMark vividly depicts the painful unfolding of a national
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tragedy. We meet an LBJ forever fearful of a conservative backlash, which he felt
would doom his Great Society, an unsure and troubled leader grappling with the
unwanted burden of Vietnam; George Ball, a maverick on Vietnam, whose carefully
reasoned (and, in retrospect, strikingly prescient) stand against escalation was
discounted by Rusk, McNamara, and Bundy; and Clark Clifford, whose last-minute
effort at a pivotal meeting at Camp David failed to dissuade Johnson from doubling
the number of ground troops in Vietnam. What comes across strongly throughout
the book is the deep pessimism of all the major participants as things grew
worse--neither LBJ, nor Bundy, nor McNamara, nor Rusk felt confident that things
would improve in South Vietnam, that there was any reasonable chance for victory,
or that the South had the will or the ability to prevail against the North. And yet
deeper into the quagmire they went. Whether describing a tense confrontation
between George Ball and Dean Acheson ("You goddamned old bastards," Ball said
to Acheson, "you remind me of nothing so much as a bunch of buzzards sitting on
a fence and letting the young men die") or corrupt politicians in Saigon,
VanDeMark provides readers with the full flavor of national policy in the making.
More important, he sheds greater light on why America became entangled in the
morass of Vietnam.

Chinese Communist Espionage
General Maxwell D. Taylor was one of the great military heroes of recent American
history. During World War II, Taylor fought in Sicily and Italy before parachuting
into France as head of the 101st Airborne Division on Dday, 1944. Later he
commanded the Division in the Arnhem drop in Holland and in the defense of
Basting in the Bulge. After the war, Taylor served as superintendent of West Point,
U.S. Commander in Berlin, Commander of the Eighth Army in Korea, and Army
Chief of Staff under President Eisenhower. John F. Kennedy named him chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and sent him to Vietnam in 1961; he returned to that
country as Ambassador in 1965, and served as a key advisor to President Johnson
until 1969. In Swords and Plowshares, Taylor tells the firsthand story of a life of
action, courage, strategy, and dedication. Offering candid and controversial views
of such central figures as Dwight Eisenhower, John Dulles, the Kennedy's, and
General Westmoreland, Taylor contrasts their varying views of the role of air power
in modern warfare, and presents his own approach to the problems of winning
wars and making peace. These memoirs ably illustrate why General Maxwell Taylor
deserves to rank among Marshall, Eisenhower, MacArthur, and Patton as one of the
great American military geniuses of our time.

China and the West
"The war in Vietnam was not lost in the field, nor was it lost on the front pages of
the New York Times or the college campuses. It was lost in Washington, D.C." -- H.
R. McMaster (from the Conclusion) Dereliction Of Duty is a stunning new analysis of
how and why the United States became involved in an all-out and disastrous war in
Southeast Asia. Fully and convincingly researched, based on recently released
transcripts and personal accounts of crucial meetings, confrontations and
decisions, it is the only book that fully re-creates what happened and why. It also
pinpoints the policies and decisions that got the United States into the morass and
reveals who made these decisions and the motives behind them, disproving the
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published theories of other historians and excuses of the participants. Dereliction
Of Duty covers the story in strong narrative fashion, focusing on a fascinating cast
of characters: President Lyndon Johnson, Robert McNamara, General Maxwell
Taylor, McGeorge Bundy and other top aides who deliberately deceived the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, the U.S. Congress and the American public. Sure to generate
controversy, Dereliction Of Duty is an explosive and authoritative new look at the
controversy concerning the United States involvement in Vietnam.

America's Rasputin
The United States has struggled to define its approach to what has been called the
"information battlefield" since the information era began. Yet with the outbreak of
the war on terror, the United States has been violently challenged to take a
position and react to the militants' use of emerging information technology.
Ideological demigods operating against the United States now have unprecedented
channels by which to disseminate their message to those targets who are
uncertain, sympathetic, or actively supportive of their philosophy. From the caves
of southeastern Afghanistan to the streets of Baghdad, "the message" has
dominated the thinking of those who perpetrate horrific acts of violence, whether
in the name of ideology, ethnic and sectarian partisanship, or religion. This
anthology is divided into four sections: geopolitical, strategic, operational, and
tactical. The geopolitical perspective covers world politics, diplomacy, and the
elements of national power, excluding military force. The strategic view examines
where the violence has begun and the military element of power. The operational
perspective handles the campaigns to accomplish a specific purpose on the world
stage--for example, as in the Iraq campaign. The tactical level takes the
individual's role into account. Because the nexus of information conflict is most
easily seen in the world's contemporary violent confrontations, this anthology
reflects the experience and lessons learned by military personnel who have
managed these difficult issues. With a foreword by Colonel H. R. McMaster, U.S.
Army, the author of Dereliction of Duty: Johnson, McNamara, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and the Lies That Led to Vietnam.

Westmoreland
This is the first book of its kind to employ hundreds of Chinese sources to explain
the history and current state of Chinese Communist intelligence operations. It
profiles the leaders, top spies, and important operations in the history of China's
espionage organs, and links to an extensive online glossary of Chinese language
intelligence and security terms. Peter Mattis and Matthew Brazil present an
unprecedented look into the murky world of Chinese espionage both past and
present, enabling a better understanding of how pervasive and important its
influence is, both in China and abroad.

The Generals
"The war in Vietnam was not lost in the field, nor was it lost on the front pages of
the New York Times or the college campuses. It was lost in Washington, D.C." - H.
R. McMaster (from the Conclusion) Dereliction Of Duty is a stunning new analysis of
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how and why the United States became involved in an all-out and disastrous war in
Southeast Asia. Fully and convincingly researched, based on recently released
transcripts and personal accounts of crucial meetings, confrontations and
decisions, it is the only book that fully re-creates what happened and why. It also
pinpoints the policies and decisions that got the United States into the morass and
reveals who made these decisions and the motives behind them, disproving the
published theories of other historians and excuses of the participants. Dereliction
Of Duty covers the story in strong narrative fashion, focusing on a fascinating cast
of characters: President Lyndon Johnson, Robert McNamara, General Maxwell
Taylor, McGeorge Bundy and other top aides who deliberately deceived the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, the U.S. Congress and the American public. Sure to generate
controversy, Dereliction Of Duty is an explosive and authoritative new look at the
controversy concerning the United States involvement in Vietnam.

American Tragedy
Decades later, the Vietnam War remains a divisive memory for American society.
Partisans on all sides still debate why the war was fought, how it could have been
better fought, and whether it could have been won at all. In this major study, a
noted expert on the war brings a needed objectivity to these debates by examining
dispassionately how and why President Lyndon Johnson and his administration
conducted the war as they did. Drawing on a wealth of newly released documents
from the LBJ Library, including the Tom Johnson notes from the influential Tuesday
Lunch Group, George Herring discusses the concept of limited war and how it
affected President Johnson's decision making, Johnson's relations with his military
commanders, the administration's pacification program of 1965-1967, the
management of public opinion, and the "fighting while negotiating" strategy
pursued after the Tet Offensive in 1968. The author's in-depth analysis exposes
numerous flaws in Johnson's management of the war. In Herring's view, the
Johnson administration lacked any overall strategy for conducting the war. No
change in approach was ever discussed, despite popular and even administration
dissatisfaction with the progress of the war, and no oversight committee
coordinated the activities of the military services and various governmental
agencies, which were left to follow their own, often conflicting, agendas.

Why America Loses Wars
“A comprehensive and long-overdue examination of the immediate post–Tet
offensive years [from a] first-rate historian.” —The New York Times Book Review
Neglected by scholars and journalists alike, the years of conflict in Vietnam from
1968 to 1975 offer surprises not only about how the war was fought, but about
what was achieved. Drawing from thousands of hours of previously unavailable
(and still classified) tape-recorded meetings between the highest levels of the
American military command in Vietnam, A Better War is an insightful, factual, and
superbly documented history of these final years. Through his exclusive access to
authoritative materials, award-winning historian Lewis Sorley highlights the
dramatic differences in conception, conduct, and—at least for a time—results
between the early and later years of the war. Among his most important findings is
that while the war was being lost at the peace table and in the U.S. Congress, the
soldiers were winning on the ground. Meticulously researched and movingly told, A
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Better War sheds new light on the Vietnam War.

Transforming US Intelligence for Irregular War
This provocative challenge to US policy and strategy maintains that America
endures endless wars because its leaders no longer know how to think about war.

Page 14/15

File Type PDF Dereliction Of Duty Johnson Mcnamara The Joint Chiefs Of
Staff And The Lies That Led To Vietnam
ROMANCE ACTION & ADVENTURE MYSTERY & THRILLER BIOGRAPHIES &
HISTORY CHILDREN’S YOUNG ADULT FANTASY HISTORICAL FICTION HORROR
LITERARY FICTION NON-FICTION SCIENCE FICTION

Page 15/15

Copyright : rockicemountain.com

