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Economics
Microeconomics - individuals' choices of where to live and work, how much to save, what to buy, and firms' decisions about
location, hiring, firing, and investment - involves issues that concern us on a daily basis. But when people think about
economics, they tend to place importance on the bigger picture - macroeconomics - including issues such as
unemployment, inflation, and the competitiveness of nations. In this Very Short Introduction, Avinash Dixit argues that the
microeconomy has a large impact on the economic world, arguably as much as the issues of macroeconomics. Dixit steers
a clear path through the huge number of issues related to microeconomics, explaining what happens when things go well,
as well as showing how they fail, why that happens, and what can be done about it. Using real-life examples from around
the world, using the minimum of mathematics and including simple graphs, he provides insights into economics from
psychology and sociology to explain economic behaviour and rational choice. An ideal introduction for anyone interested in
business and economics. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

Fiscal Capacity and the Colonial State in Asia and Africa, c. 1850-1960
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The third edition of this highly successful text takes a broad look at the world's economic history from pre-historic times to
the present. Placing contemporary world economy in historical perspective, it explores the critical reasons why some
nations have become rich while others failed. The author expands coverage of the EEC, now the European Union, and
extensively restructures his work on the non-Western world in light of recent scholarship. He also gives special attention to
developments in Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union, and the European Union. Now available in 11 languages,
including Spanish (second edition), French, German (2 volumes), Polish, and Chinese, this uniquely comprehensive text
remains an invaluable, lively, and accessible text for both undergraduate and graduate students of European economic
history and world development.

The Shifts and the Shocks
In this Second Edition of this radical social history of America from Columbus to the present, Howard Zinn includes
substantial coverage of the Carter, Reagan and Bush years and an Afterword on the Clinton presidency. Its commitment
and vigorous style mean it will be compelling reading for under-graduate and post-graduate students and scholars in
American social history and American studies, as well as the general reader.

A People's History of the United States
This new edition of Friedman's landmark book explains the flattening of the world better than ever- and takes a new
measure of the effects of this change on each of us.

The World Is Flat [Further Updated and Expanded; Release 3.0]
The bestselling author of No Logo shows how the global "free market" has exploited crises and shock for three decades,
from Chile to Iraq In her groundbreaking reporting over the past few years, Naomi Klein introduced the term "disaster
capitalism." Whether covering Baghdad after the U.S. occupation, Sri Lanka in the wake of the tsunami, or New Orleans postKatrina, she witnessed something remarkably similar. People still reeling from catastrophe were being hit again, this time
with economic "shock treatment," losing their land and homes to rapid-fire corporate makeovers. The Shock Doctrine retells
the story of the most dominant ideology of our time, Milton Friedman's free market economic revolution. In contrast to the
popular myth of this movement's peaceful global victory, Klein shows how it has exploited moments of shock and extreme
violence in order to implement its economic policies in so many parts of the world from Latin America and Eastern Europe
to South Africa, Russia, and Iraq. At the core of disaster capitalism is the use of cataclysmic events to advance radical
privatization combined with the privatization of the disaster response itself. Klein argues that by capitalizing on crises,
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created by nature or war, the disaster capitalism complex now exists as a booming new economy, and is the violent
culmination of a radical economic project that has been incubating for fifty years.

Reconciling Work and Family Responsibilities
The first comprehensive survey of the economies of classical antiquity.

Manipulating Globalization
A comprehensive account of how energy has shaped society throughout history, from pre-agricultural foraging societies
through today's fossil fuel-driven civilization. "I wait for new Smil books the way some people wait for the next 'Star Wars'
movie. In his latest book, Energy and Civilization: A History, he goes deep and broad to explain how innovations in humans'
ability to turn energy into heat, light, and motion have been a driving force behind our cultural and economic progress over
the past 10,000 years. --Bill Gates, Gates Notes, Best Books of the Year Energy is the only universal currency; it is
necessary for getting anything done. The conversion of energy on Earth ranges from terra-forming forces of plate tectonics
to cumulative erosive effects of raindrops. Life on Earth depends on the photosynthetic conversion of solar energy into plant
biomass. Humans have come to rely on many more energy flows--ranging from fossil fuels to photovoltaic generation of
electricity--for their civilized existence. In this monumental history, Vaclav Smil provides a comprehensive account of how
energy has shaped society, from pre-agricultural foraging societies through today's fossil fuel-driven civilization. Humans
are the only species that can systematically harness energies outside their bodies, using the power of their intellect and an
enormous variety of artifacts--from the simplest tools to internal combustion engines and nuclear reactors. The epochal
transition to fossil fuels affected everything: agriculture, industry, transportation, weapons, communication, economics,
urbanization, quality of life, politics, and the environment. Smil describes humanity's energy eras in panoramic and
interdisciplinary fashion, offering readers a magisterial overview. This book is an extensively updated and expanded version
of Smil's Energy in World History (1994). Smil has incorporated an enormous amount of new material, reflecting the
dramatic developments in energy studies over the last two decades and his own research over that time.

Capital in the Twenty-First Century
What are the problems addressed by the growing field of global economic history? What debates and methodologies does it
engage with? As Global Economic History shows, there are many answers to these questions. Riello and Roy, alongside 20
leading academics from the US, UK, Europe, Australia and Japan, explain why a global perspective matters to economic
history. The impressive cast recruited by the editors brings together top scholars in their respective areas of expertise,
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including John McNeill, Patrick O'Brien, and Prasannan Parthasarathi. An ambitious scope of topics ranges from the 'Great
Divergence' to the rise of global finance, to the New World and the global silver economy. Chapters are organized both
thematically (Divergence in Global History and Emergence of a World Economy), and geographically (Regional Perspectives
on Global Economic Change), ensuring the global perspective required on these challenging courses today. The result is a
textbook which provides students with a quick and confident grasp of the field and its essential issues.

The Poverty of Clio
The landmark exploration of economic prosperity and how the world can escape from extreme poverty for the world's
poorest citizens, from one of the world's most renowned economists Hailed by Time as one of the world's hundred most
influential people, Jeffrey D. Sachs is renowned for his work around the globe advising economies in crisis. Now a classic of
its genre, The End of Poverty distills more than thirty years of experience to offer a uniquely informed vision of the steps
that can transform impoverished countries into prosperous ones. Marrying vivid storytelling with rigorous analysis, Sachs
lays out a clear conceptual map of the world economy. Explaining his own work in Bolivia, Russia, India, China, and Africa,
he offers an integrated set of solutions to the interwoven economic, political, environmental, and social problems that
challenge the world's poorest countries. Ten years after its initial publication, The End of Poverty remains an indispensible
and influential work. In this 10th anniversary edition, Sachs presents an extensive new foreword assessing the progress of
the past decade, the work that remains to be done, and how each of us can help. He also looks ahead across the next
fifteen years to 2030, the United Nations' target date for ending extreme poverty, offering new insights and
recommendations. From the Trade Paperback edition.

The British Industrial Revolution in Global Perspective
Combining a global approach with examples from everyday life, this work describes the lives of two children who live very
different lives in different parts of the world: in the Mid-West USA and in Ethiopia. Along the way, it provides an introduction
to key economic factors and concepts such as individual choices, national policies, and equity.

Power and Plenty
In the debris of the financial crash of 2008, the principles of John Maynard Keynes—that economic storms are a normal part
of the market system, that governments need to step in and use fiscal ammunition to prevent these storms from becoming
depressions, and that societies that value the pursuit of money should reprioritize—are more pertinent and applicable than
ever. In Keynes: The Return of the Master, Robert Skidelsky brilliantly synthesizes Keynes career and life, and offers
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nervous capitalists a positive answer to the question we now face: When unbridled capitalism falters, is there an
alternative?

The Wisdom of Crowds
Perkins, a former chief economist at a Boston strategic-consulting firm, confesses he was an "economic hit man" for 10
years, helping U.S. intelligence agencies and multinationals cajole and blackmail foreign leaders into serving U.S. foreign
policy and awarding lucrative contracts to American business.

An Economist’s Guide to Economic History
In 1776 Adam Smith (1723-90) wrote The Wealth of Nations, a book so foundational that it has led to him being called the
"father of economics." Today he is associated with the promotion of self-interest, a defense of greed and a criticism of any
governmental 'interference' in market transactions which, if left to the 'invisible hand', will produce prosperity and liberty.
Yet if Smith is actually read these associations are more a caricature than a faithful portrait. In this Very Short Introduction,
Christopher Berry offers a balanced and nuanced view of this seminal thinker, embedding his fierce defense of free trade,
competition, and assault on special interests in contemporary European history, politics, and philosophy. As Berry explores,
Smith was more than an economist. His book The Theory of Moral Sentiment, offered a complex account of ethics in the
context of human social behavior. His scope as a professor at the University of Glasgow, a major center of the Scottish
Enlightenment, was extensive. Beyond courses in philosophy and jurisprudence he also gave classes covering history,
literature, and language. In addition to his two major works he also wrote a pioneering study of the history of astronomy as
an illustration of the motivations that drive humans to seek answers to questions. He produced, again derived from his
Glasgow classroom, an analysis of the development of grammar and language. As Christopher Berry shows, Adam Smith
was no narrow thinker, but rather one who produced not only one of the greatest books in the history of social science, but
also a wide-ranging body of work that remains significant today. ABOUT THE SERIES The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

One Quarter of Humanity
The Poverty of Clio challenges the hold that cliometrics--an approach to economic history that employs the analytical tools
of economists--has exerted on the study of our economic past. In this provocative book, Francesco Boldizzoni calls for the
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reconstruction of economic history, one in which history and the social sciences are brought to bear on economics, and not
the other way around. Boldizzoni questions the appeal of economics over history--which he identifies as a distinctly
American attitude--exposing its errors and hidden ideologies, and revealing how it fails to explain economic behavior itself.
He shows how the misguided reliance on economic reasoning to interpret history has come at the expense of insights from
the humanities and has led to a rejection of valuable past historical research. Developing a better alternative to new
institutional economics and the rational choice approach, Boldizzoni builds on the extraordinary accomplishments of
twentieth-century European historians and social thinkers to offer fresh ideas for the renewal of the field. Economic history
needs to rediscover the true relationship between economy and culture, and promote an authentic alliance with the social
sciences, starting with sociology and anthropology. It must resume its dialogue with the humanities, but without shrinking
away from theory when constructing its models. The Poverty of Clio demonstrates why history must exert its own creative
power on economics.

Globalization and History
The main driver of inequality—returns on capital that exceed the rate of economic growth—is again threatening to generate
extreme discontent and undermine democratic values. Thomas Piketty’s findings in this ambitious, original, rigorous work
will transform debate and set the agenda for the next generation of thought about wealth and inequality.

A History of the Global Economy
By the early twentieth century, it became common to describe the United States as a "business civilization." President
Coolidge in 1925 said, "The chief business of the American people is business." More recently, historian Sven Beckert
characterized Henry Ford's massive manufactory as the embodiment of America: "While Athens had its Parthenon and
Rome its Colosseum, the United States had its River Rouge Factory in Detroit" How did business come to assume such
power and cultural centrality in America? This volume explores the variety of business enterprise in the United States and
analyzes its presence in the country's economy, its evolution over time, and its meaning in society. It introduces readers to
formative business leaders (including Elbert Gary, Harlow Curtice, and Mary Kay Ash), leading firms (Mellon Bank, National
Cash Register, Xerox), and fiction about business people (The Octopus, Babbitt, The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit). It also
discusses Alfred Chandler, Joseph Schumpeter, Mira Wilkins, and others who made significant contributions to
understanding of America's business history. This VSI pursues its three central themes - the evolution, scale, and culture of
American business - in a chronological framework stretching from the American Revolution to today. The first theme is
evolution: How has U.S. business evolved over time? How have American companies competed with one another and with
foreign firms? Why have ideas about strategy and management changed? Why did business people in the mid-twentieth
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century celebrate an "organizational" culture promising long-term employment in the same company, while a few decades
later entrepreneurship was prized? Second is scale: Why did business assume such enormous scale in the United States?
Was the rise of gigantic corporations due to the industriousness of its population, or natural resources, or government
policies? And third, culture: What are the characteristics of a "business civilization"? How have opinions on the meaning of
business changed? In the late nineteenth century, Andrew Carnegie believed that America's numerous enterprises
represented an exuberant "triumph of democracy." After World War II, however, sociologist William H. Whyte saw business
culture as stultifying, and historian Richard Hofstadter wrote, "Once great men created fortunes; today a great system
creates fortunate men." How did changes in the nature of business affect popular views? Walter A. Friedman provides the
long view of these important developments.

The Economic Consequences of the Peace
The gap between the rich and the poor can be vast. Robert C. Allen considers the main factors that contribute to this gap,
looking at the interconnections between economic growth, culture, technology, and income distribution. Exploring the
historical processes that have created the unequal world of today, he takes a global look at wealth worldwide.

Microeconomics: A Very Short Introduction
Why are some countries rich and others poor? In 1500, the income differences were small, but they have grown
dramatically since Columbus reached America. Since then, the interplay between geography, globalization, technological
change, and economic policy has determined the wealth and poverty of nations. The industrial revolution was Britain's path
breaking response to the challenge of globalization. Western Europe and North America joined Britain to form a club of rich
nations by pursuing four polices-creating a national market by abolishing internal tariffs and investing in transportation,
erecting an external tariff to protect their fledgling industries from British competition, banks to stabilize the currency and
mobilize domestic savings for investment, and mass education to prepare people for industrial work. Together these
countries pioneered new technologies that have made them ever richer. Before the Industrial Revolution, most of the
world's manufacturing was done in Asia, but industries from Casablanca to Canton were destroyed by western competition
in the nineteenth century, and Asia was transformed into 'underdeveloped countries' specializing in agriculture. The spread
of economic development has been slow since modern technology was invented to fit the needs of rich countries and is ill
adapted to the economic and geographical conditions of poor countries. A few countries - Japan, Soviet Russia, South Korea,
Taiwan, and perhaps China - have, nonetheless, caught up with the West through creative responses to the technological
challenge and with Big Push industrialization that has achieved rapid growth through investment coordination. Whether
other countries can emulate the success of East Asia is a challenge for the future. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
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Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

The Industrial Revolution: A Very Short Introduction
Without economic history, economics runs the risk of being too abstract or parochial, of failing to notice precedents, trends
and cycles, of overlooking the long-run and thus misunderstanding ‘how we got here’. Recent financial and economic crises
illustrate spectacularly how the economics profession has not learnt from its past. This important and unique book
addresses this problem by demonstrating the power of historical thinking in economic research. Concise chapters guide
economics lecturers and their students through the field of economic history, demonstrating the use of historical thinking in
economic research, and advising them on how they can actively engage with economic history in their teaching and
learning. Blum and Colvin bring together important voices in the field to show readers how they can use their existing
economics training to explore different facets of economic history. Each chapter introduces a question or topic, historical
context or research method and explores how they can be used in economics scholarship and pedagogy. In a century
characterised to date by economic uncertainty, bubbles and crashes, An Economist’s Guide to Economic History is essential
reading. For further information visit http://www.blumandcolvin.org

The End of Poverty
The men and women in Invisible Hands reveal the human rights abuses occurring behind the scenes of the global economy.
These narrators — including phone manufacturers in China, copper miners in Zambia, garment workers in Bangladesh, and
farmers around the world — reveal the secret history of the things we buy, including lives and communities devastated by
low wages, environmental degradation, and political repression. Sweeping in scope and rich in detail, these stories capture
the interconnectivity of all people struggling to support themselves and their families. Narrators include Kalpona, a leading
Bangladeshi labor organizer who led her first strike at 15; Han, who, as a teenager, began assembling circuit boards for an
international electronics company based in Seoul; Albert, a copper miner in Zambia who, during a wage protest, was shot
by representatives of the Chinese-owned mining company that he worked for; and Sanjay, who grew up in the shadow of
the Bhopal chemical disaster, one of the worst industrial accidents in history.

American Business History: a Very Short Introduction
This practical book presents concrete examples of what is being done in countries, communities, and enterprises around
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the world to help adults better reconcile work and family responsibilities. The book argues that conflicts between work and
family responsibilities are increasing because of changes in family structures and the work environment. Looking at
evidence from a variety of countries, the volume first considers the reasons why intervention to reduce work-family conflict
is in the interests of governments and the social partners. It then considers the wide range of policies at national and
community levels that can help reduce work-family conflict, highlighting the role of government in setting the legislative
and policy framework and stimulating dialogue. A separate chapter is devoted to policies and practices for a family-friendly
workplace. Reconciling Work and Family Responsibilities provides extensive information on different kinds of care
arrangements for those responsible for children, the elderly, the sick, and the handicapped. It also considers how working
conditions can make work more compatible with family, in particular various types of leave entitlements (such as maternity,
paternity, and parental leave) as well as flexible work schedules, part-time work, and teleworking.

Confessions of an Economic Hit Man
International trade has shaped the modern world, yet until now no single book has been available for both economists and
general readers that traces the history of the international economy from its earliest beginnings to the present day. Power
and Plenty fills this gap, providing the first full account of world trade and development over the course of the last
millennium. Ronald Findlay and Kevin O'Rourke examine the successive waves of globalization and "deglobalization" that
have occurred during the past thousand years, looking closely at the technological and political causes behind these longterm trends. They show how the expansion and contraction of the world economy has been directly tied to the two-way
interplay of trade and geopolitics, and how war and peace have been critical determinants of international trade over the
very long run. The story they tell is sweeping in scope, one that links the emergence of the Western economies with
economic and political developments throughout Eurasia centuries ago. Drawing extensively upon empirical evidence and
informing their systematic analysis with insights from contemporary economic theory, Findlay and O'Rourke demonstrate
the close interrelationships of trade and warfare, the mutual interdependence of the world's different regions, and the
crucial role these factors have played in explaining modern economic growth. Power and Plenty is a must-read for anyone
seeking to understand the origins of today's international economy, the forces that continue to shape it, and the economic
and political challenges confronting policymakers in the twenty-first century.

Global Economic History
Kevin O'Rourke and Jeffrey Williamson present a coherent picture of trade, migration, and international capital flows in the
Atlantic economy in the century prior to 1914-the first great globalization boom, which anticipated the experience of the
last fifty years.
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Adam Smith
Why are some countries rich and others poor? In 1500, the income differences were small, but they have grown
dramatically since Columbus reached America. Since then, the interplay between geography, globalization, technological
change, and economic policy has determined the wealth and poverty of nations. The industrial revolution was Britain's path
breaking response to the challenge of globalization. Western Europe and North America joined Britain to form a club of rich
nations by pursuing four polices-creating a national market by abolishing internal tariffs and investing in transportation,
erecting an external tariff to protect their fledgling industries from British competition, banks to stabilize the currency and
mobilize domestic savings for investment, and mass education to prepare people for industrial work. Together these
countries pioneered new technologies that have made them ever richer. Before the Industrial Revolution, most of the
world's manufacturing was done in Asia, but industries from Casablanca to Canton were destroyed by western competition
in the nineteenth century, and Asia was transformed into 'underdeveloped countries' specializing in agriculture. The spread
of economic development has been slow since modern technology was invented to fit the needs of rich countries and is ill
adapted to the economic and geographical conditions of poor countries. A few countries - Japan, Soviet Russia, South Korea,
Taiwan, and perhaps China - have, nonetheless, caught up with the West through creative responses to the technological
challenge and with Big Push industrialization that has achieved rapid growth through investment coordination. Whether
other countries can emulate the success of East Asia is a challenge for the future. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Keynes
To say that history's greatest economic experiment--Soviet communism--was also its greatest economic failure is to say
what many consider obvious. Here, in a startling reinterpretation, Robert Allen argues that the USSR was one of the most
successful developing economies of the twentieth century. He reaches this provocative conclusion by recalculating national
consumption and using economic, demographic, and computer simulation models to address the "what if" questions central
to Soviet history. Moreover, by comparing Soviet performance not only with advanced but with less developed countries, he
provides a meaningful context for its evaluation. Although the Russian economy began to develop in the late nineteenth
century based on wheat exports, modern economic growth proved elusive. But growth was rapid from 1928 to the
1970s--due to successful Five Year Plans. Notwithstanding the horrors of Stalinism, the building of heavy industry
accelerated growth during the 1930s and raised living standards, especially for the many peasants who moved to cities. A
sudden drop in fertility due to the education of women and their employment outside the home also facilitated growth.
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While highlighting the previously underemphasized achievements of Soviet planning, Farm to Factory also shows, through
methodical analysis set in fluid prose, that Stalin's worst excesses--such as the bloody collectivization of agriculture--did
little to spur growth. Economic development stagnated after 1970, as vital resources were diverted to the military and as a
Soviet leadership lacking in original thought pursued wasteful investments.

OECD Insights Economic Globalisation Origins and consequences
In the wake of the post-Cold War era, the aftermath of 9/11, the 2008 global financial crisis, and the emergence of the G20
at the leaders level, few commentators expected a reshaping of the global system towards multipolarity, and away from the
United States. And yet, the BRICS - encompassing Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa - has emerged as a challenge
to the international status quo. But what is its capacity as a transformative force? And can it provide a significant counternarrative to the Western dominated global order? In this Very Short Introduction Andrew Cooper explores the emergence of
the BRICS as a concept. Drawing on historical precedent, Cooper provides a contemporary analysis of the BRICS' practice
and influence as as a forum and a lobby group in advancing a distinctive but amorphous agenda amongst global politics.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Energy and Civilization
How colonial governments in Asia and Africa financed their activities and why fiscal systems varied across colonies reveals
the nature and long-term effects of colonial rule.

Nuclear Apartheid
"What caused the Industrial Revolution? Gregory Clark has a brilliant and fascinating explanation for this event which
permanently changed the life of humankind after 100,000 years of stagnation."--George Akerlof, Nobel Laureate in
Economics and Koshland Professor of Economics, University of California, Berkeley "This is a very important book. Gregory
Clark argues that the Industrial Revolution was the gradual but inevitable result of a kind of natural selection during the
harsh struggle for existence in the pre-industrial era, in which economically successful families were also more
reproductively successful. They transmitted to their descendants, culturally and perhaps genetically, such productive
attitudes as foresight, thrift, and devotion to hard work. This audacious thesis, which dismisses rival explanations in terms
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of prior ideological, technological, or institutional revolutions, will be debated by historians for many years to come."--Paul
Seabright, author of "The Company of Strangers: A Natural History of Economic Life" "Challenging the prevailing wisdom
that institutions explain why some societies become rich, Gregory Clark's "A Farewell to Alms" will appeal to a broad
audience. I can think of nothing else like it."--Philip T. Hoffman, author of "Growth in a Traditional Society" "You may not
always agree with Gregory Clark, but he will capture your attention, make you think, and make you reconsider. He is a
provocative and imaginative scholar and a true original. As an economic historian, he engages with economists in general;
as an economist, he is parsimonious with high-tech algebra and unnecessarily complex models. Occam would
approve."--Cormac Grda, author of "Jewish Ireland in the Age of Joyce" "This should rapidly become a standard work on the
history of economic development. It should start whole industries trying to test, refine, and refute its explanations. And
Gregory Clark's views on the economic merits of imperialism and the fact that labor gained the most from industrialization
will infuriate all the right people."--Eric L. Jones, author of "Cultures Merging" and "The European Miracle" "While many
books on the Industrial Revolution tend to focus narrowly either on the event itself, or on one explanation for it, Gregory
Clark does neither. He takes an extremely long-run view, covering significant periods before and after the Industrial
Revolution, without getting bogged down in long or detailed exposition. This is an extremely important contribution to the
subject."--Clifford Bekar, Lewis and Clark College

Global Economic History: A Very Short Introduction
One Quarter of Humanity presents evidence about historical and contemporary Chinese population behavior that overturns
much of the received wisdom about the differences between China and the West. James Lee and Wang Feng argue that
there has been effective regulation of population growth in China through a variety of practices that depressed marital
fertility to levels far below European standards, and through the widespread practices of infanticide and abortion. These
practices and other distinctive features of the Chinese demographic and social system, they argue, led to a different
demographic transition in China from the one that took place in the West.

Global Economic History: A Very Short Introduction
In this fascinating book, New Yorker business columnist James Surowiecki explores a deceptively simple idea: Large groups
of people are smarter than an elite few, no matter how brilliant—better at solving problems, fostering innovation, coming to
wise decisions, even predicting the future. With boundless erudition and in delightfully clear prose, Surowiecki ranges
across fields as diverse as popular culture, psychology, ant biology, behavioral economics, artificial intelligence, military
history, and politics to show how this simple idea offers important lessons for how we live our lives, select our leaders, run
our companies, and think about our world.
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A Concise Economic History of the World
From the chief economic commentator for the Financial Times—a brilliant tour d’horizon of the new global economy There
have been many books that have sought to explain the causes and courses of the financial and economic crisis that began
in 2007. The Shifts and the Shocks is not another detailed history of the crisis but is the most persuasive and complete
account yet published of what the crisis should teach us about modern economies and economics. Written with all the
intellectual command and trenchant judgment that have made Martin Wolf one of the world’s most influential economic
commentators, The Shifts and the Shocks matches impressive analysis with no-holds-barred criticism and persuasive
prescription for a more stable future. It is a book no one with an interest in global affairs will want to neglect.

Farm to Factory
Global Economic History: A Very Short Introduction
Why did the industrial revolution take place in eighteenth-century Britain and not elsewhere in Europe or Asia? In this
convincing new account Robert Allen argues that the British industrial revolution was a successful response to the global
economy of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. He shows that in Britain wages were high and capital and energy
cheap in comparison to other countries in Europe and Asia. As a result, the breakthrough technologies of the industrial
revolution - the steam engine, the cotton mill, and the substitution of coal for wood in metal production - were uniquely
profitable to invent and use in Britain. The high wage economy of pre-industrial Britain also fostered industrial development
since more people could afford schooling and apprenticeships. It was only when British engineers made these new
technologies more cost-effective during the nineteenth century that the industrial revolution would spread around the
world.

The BRICS: A Very Short Introduction
The era of globalization saw China emerge as the world's manufacturing titan. However, the "made in China" model—with
its reliance on cheap labor and thin profits—has begun to wane. Beginning in the 2000s, the Chinese state shifted from
attracting foreign investment to promoting the technological competitiveness of domestic firms. This shift caused tensions
between winners and losers, leading local bureaucrats to compete for resources in government budget, funding, and tax
breaks. While bureaucrats successfully built coalitions to motivate businesses to upgrade in some cities, in others, vested
interests within the government deprived businesses of developmental resources and left them in a desperate race to the
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bottom. In Manipulating Globalization, Ling Chen argues that the roots of coalitional variation lie in the type of foreign firms
with which local governments forged alliances. Cities that initially attracted large global firms with a significant share of
exports were more likely to experience manipulation from vested interests down the road compared to those that attracted
smaller foreign firms. The book develops the argument with in-depth interviews and tests it with quantitative data across
hundreds of Chinese cities and thousands of firms. Chen advances a new theory of economic policies in authoritarian
regimes and informs debates about the nature of Chinese capitalism. Her findings shed light on state-led development and
coalition formation in other emerging economies that comprise the new "globalized" generation.

End of History and the Last Man
Ever since its first publication in 1992, The End of History and the Last Man has provoked controversy and debate. Francis
Fukuyama's prescient analysis of religious fundamentalism, politics, scientific progress, ethical codes, and war is as
essential for a world fighting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for the end of the Cold War. Now updated with a new
afterword, The End of History and the Last Man is a modern classic.

The Shock Doctrine
A Farewell to Alms
"In co-operation with the International Economic History Association."

The Cambridge Economic History of the Greco-Roman World
After World War II, an atomic hierarchy emerged in the noncommunist world. Washington was at the top, followed over time
by its NATO allies and then Israel, with the postcolonial world completely shut out. An Indian diplomat called the system
"nuclear apartheid." Drawing on recently declassified sources from U.S. and international archives, Shane Maddock offers
the first full-length study of nuclear apartheid, casting a spotlight on an ideological outlook that nurtured atomic inequality
and established the United States--in its own mind--as the most legitimate nuclear power. Beginning with the discovery of
fission in 1939 and ending with George W. Bush's nuclear policy and his preoccupation with the "axis of evil," Maddock
uncovers the deeply ideological underpinnings of U.S. nuclear policy--an ideology based on American exceptionalism,
irrational faith in the power of technology, and racial and gender stereotypes. The unintended result of the nuclear
exclusion of nations such as North Korea, Pakistan, and Iran is, increasingly, rebellion. Here is an illuminating look at how an
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American nuclear policy based on misguided ideological beliefs has unintentionally paved the way for an international "wild
west" of nuclear development, dramatically undercutting the goal of nuclear containment and diminishing U.S. influence in
the world.

Invisible Hands
This publication reviews the major turning points in the history of economic integration, and in particular the pace at which
it has accelerated since the 1990s. It also considers its impact in four crucial areas, namely employment, development, the
environment and financial stability.

The fable of the Bees
The 'Industrial Revolution' was a pivotal point in British history that occurred between the mid-eighteenth and midnineteenth centuries and led to far reaching transformations of society. With the advent of revolutionary manufacturing
technology productivity boomed. Machines were used to spin and weave cloth, steam engines were used to provide reliable
power, and industry was fed by the construction of the first railways, a great network of arteries feeding the factories. Cities
grew as people shifted from agriculture to industry and commerce. Hand in hand with the growth of cities came rising levels
of pollution and disease. Many people lost their jobs to the new machinery, whilst working conditions in the factories were
grim and pay was low. As the middle classes prospered, social unrest ran through the working classes, and the exploitation
of workers led to the growth of trade unions and protest movements. In this Very Short Introduction, Robert C. Allen
analyzes the key features of the Industrial Revolution in Britain, and the spread of industrialization to other countries. He
considers the factors that combined to enable industrialization at this time, including Britain's position as a global
commercial empire, and discusses the changes in technology and business organization, and their impact on different
social classes and groups. Introducing the 'winners' and the 'losers' of the Industrial Revolution, he looks at how the
changes were reflected in evolving government policies, and what contribution these made to the economic transformation.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
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