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Oral Art Forms and Their Passage Into Writing
This work explores the role of orality in shaping and evaluating medieval Icelandic literature. Applying field studies of oral
cultures in modern times to this distinguished medieval literature, Gísli Sigurðsson asks how it would alter our reading of
medieval Icelandic sagas if it were assumed they had grown out of a tradition of oral storytelling, similar to that observed in
living cultures. Sigurðsson examines how orally trained lawspeakers regarded the emergent written culture, especially in
light of the fact that the writing down of the law in the early twelfth century undermined their social status. Part II considers
characters, genealogies, and events common to several sagas from the east of Iceland between which a written link cannot
be established. Part III explores the immanent or mental map provided to the listening audience of the location of Vinland
by the sagas about the Vinland voyages. Finally, this volume focuses on how accepted foundations for research on
medieval texts are affected if an underlying oral tradition (of the kind we know from the modern field work) is assumed as
part of their cultural background. This point is emphasized through the examination of parallel passages from two sagas
and from mythological overlays in an otherwise secular text.

Beowulf and Old Germanic Metre
An enlarged and updated edition of Ruth Finnegan's authoritative and fully evidenced classic.

The Stephen Factor
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This volume contains 17 articles written by Lars Lonnroth about the sagas, Eddic poetry, and other Icelandic or Old Norse
texts. The book begins with excerpts from Lonnroth's controversial doctoral dissertation - European Sources of Icelandic
Saga Writing (1965) - in which he challenged the established views of the time about the origins of the sagas. Other papers
from Lonnroth's early career include studies in the narrative art of sagas, in which he questioned the prevailing opinion that
sagas are realistic, "objective," and devoid of ideology or Christian morality. Additional articles deal with the application of
the oral-formulaic theory to Eddic poetry, the interpretation of the enigmatic inscription on the Swedish Rok-Stone, and the
reception of Old Norse texts in Western literary tradition from Snorri Sturluson's in the 13th century to Richard Wagner's in
the 19th century. Each of the papers has been supplemented in the book by a post scriptum, in which Lonnroth comments
on the reception and further discussion of his scholarly work, occasionally revising his former opinions. (Series: The Viking
Collection - Vol. 19)

The Oral Epic
A Store of Common Sense is the first comparative study in English of Old Icelandic and Old English wisdom poetry. It
examines problems of form, unity, and coherence, and how the genre responds to social change, both reflecting and
shaping the thinking of the communities which originate it. Carolyne Larrington analyses the differences between the pagan
wisdom of Norse, ranging through everyday practical advice, rune magic, and spells, and the Christian, socially oriented
ideals of Old English wisdom poetry, strongly rooted in Christian concepts of 'natural' order and hierarchy in God's Creation.
Close reading in primary texts, both runic and magical, lays bare the skilful, structural integration of pragmatic, social
wisdom with other kinds of knowledge. The book explores the possibility of Christian influence on Norse texts and
demonstrates the impact of Christian learning on the ancient pagan genre. The existence of a gnomic 'key' in Norse and
English narrative verse is also shown. Far from being platitudinous moralizing, the wisdom poems of the two literatures
reveal themselves as comic, ironic, dramatic, and grandiose by turns, exploring a gamut of themes unequal led in any other
genre of the period.

Northern Antiquity
The first comprehensive account of Old Icelandic literature set within its social and cultural context.

Old Icelandic Literature and Society
Medieval Iceland
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The present collection examines the complex interrelationship between the oral and the written and the problems of
textualisation.

Folklore Genres
Gift of Joan Wall. Includes index. Includes bibliographical references (p. 227-248) and index. * glr 20090610.

The Structure of Old Norse "Dróttkvætt" Poetry
In Heroic Sagas and Ballads, Stephen A. Mitchell examines the world of the medieval Icelandic legendary sagas and their
legacy in Scandinavia. Central to his argument is the view that these heroic texts should be studied in the light of the later
Icelandic Middle Ages rather than that of the Viking age, although the stories, the tellers, and the audiences are clearly
concerned with exactly this period of Scandinavian history. Viewing these sagas as the products of highly diverse forms of
inspiration and creation—some oral, some written—Mitchell explores their aesthetic and social dimensions, demonstrating
their function both as entertainment and as a literature with a more serious purpose, one with deep roots in Nordic literary
consciousness. The traditions that these sagas relate possessed an importance beyond the temporal and geographical
confines of medieval Iceland, and Heroic Sagas and Ballads considers the process by which these heroic materials were
subsequently recast as metrical romances in Iceland and as ballads throughout the rest of Scandinavia. It is ultimately
concerned with much more than just those stories that inspired such modern writers as Richard Wagner and H. Rider
Haggard; its anthropological and folkloric approach to the legendary sagas shows how the extraliterary dimensions of
medieval texts can be explored. Heroic Sagas and Ballads addresses issues of central importance to medievalists,
folklorists, comparatists, Scandinavianists, and students of the ballad.

Oral Traditions and the Verbal Arts
The origins of many of the Icelandic sagas have long been the subject of critical speculation and controversy. This book
demonstrates that an investigation of the relationship between verse and prose in saga narrative can be used to
reconstruct how Icelandic sagas were composed; to this endit provides a detailed analysis of Kormaks saga, whose hero
Kormakr is one of the most celebrated of Icelandic poets. Over sixty of his passionate, cryptic skaldic stanzas are quoted in
the saga, and the way they and the saga prose are fitted together reveals that Kormaks saga, far from being aseamless
narrative of either pre-Christian oral tradition or later medieval fiction, is in fact a patchwork of different kinds of literary
materials. This book offers an original and productive way of understanding not only the compositional method and
distinctive aesthetic qualities of Kormakssaga, but also the genesis of many other Icelandic saga narratives.
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"Speak Useful Words Or Say Nothing"
A Handbook to Eddic Poetry
This study evaluates the role of legendary sagas in the lives of Icelanders from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. It looks
at the legendary sagas from the perspective of fictional prose narrative, and sheds light on the origin and nature of other
genres that arose in Iceland, especially the Icelandic family saga Islendingasaga. The author wishes to point out the
richness and complexity of these long-neglected sagas. Even though they were probably composed for amusement and
recreation, they deserve to be taken seriously as works of the intellect.

The Academy of Odin
This 1998 book is a clear account of early Germanic alliterative verse and how it was treated by the Beowulf poet.

Snorrastefna, 25.-27. júlí 1990
Ever since its introduction in the 1970s, Ruth Finnegan's notion of the oral-written, or the oral-literate, continuum has
served as one of the most effective means of dispelling the dichotomous understanding of the two principal media of
communication in the Middle Ages. However, while often casually invoked, the concept has never been made a focus of
study in its own right. The present volume is an attempt to place the oral-written continuum at the heart of discussion as an
object of a head-on theoretical investigation, as a backdrop to distinct processes of acquisition of literacy in different
European regions, and, indeed, as a tool for navigating the rugged landscape of verbal forms, exploring the complexity of
oral-literary interrelationships that they manifest. The articles probe the concept with a variety of theoretical and
methodological approaches, span diverse texts and genres, and involve a range of European cultural contexts, with special
emphasis on Scandinavia and Northern Europe, but also reaching out to various other corners of the continent: from France,
the Netherlands and England in the West, over Germany, Bohemia and Poland in the central region, to Serbia and Bosnia in
the Southeast.

Structure and Meaning in Old Norse Literature
On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the (New) Kalevala, thirty experts on comparative epic research from 12
countries met in Turku, Finland in August 1999 to debate the role of the Finnish national epic and its scientific significance.
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As material for comparison they used textualised epics from Europe and epic traditions, some of them still preserved in oral
form, from America, Africa, Central and Southern Asia. A special look was taken at the Baltic-Finnish and Baltic epics, the
Kalevala, the Kalevipoeg, the setu Peko and the Lativan Lacplesis, which all share certain ideological strands. The
cooperation between fieldworkers documenting living oral epics and textual analysts utilizing old texts and archive sources
sets the tone of the articles of this volume, which brings the singer of epics and his/her cultural world closer to the modern
editors and publishers of epics. The paradox of oral performance in writing is brought one step nearer to its optimal
solution.

The Matter of the North
Versatility in Versification grew out of an international conference organized by the University of Iceland and the Nordic
Society for Metrical Studies and held at Reykholt, Iceland, the thirteenth-century home of Snorri Sturluson. Although
medieval Icelandic poetic culture was highlighted at the conference, the range of subjects remained diverse and discussion
became dynamic. Similarly, this volume brings together the work of a broad range of scholars who embark on a discourse
across disciplines, addressing aspects of poetry and poetics within the Germanic language family in particular. The subjects
range from runic metrical inscriptions to literature and poetics of the modern day, the medieval period becoming a nexus of
attention through which the various subjects in this historical scope are interwoven and united. Approaches range from
theoretical linguistics and generative metrics to cognitive theory and folkloristics. The discourse initiated at the conference
has both continued and expanded during this volume's evolution, and it has significantly enriched the development of the
individual chapters, which variously treat meters, their relationships to language, and poetics in application. These diverse
subjects and approaches form remarkable constellations of complementary relationships and continue to engage in a
discourse to the immense benefit of the reader.

The Rhythms of Dróttkvætt and Other Old Icelandic Metres
Skaldic Verse and the Poetics of Saga Narrative is a detailed reading of a series of sophisticated medieval narratives, the
Old Norse-Icelandic sagas. It shows how saga authors achieved a wide range of stylistic and psychological effects through
the interplay of prose and verse: bringing history to life, presenting fiction as if it were history, and providing saga
characters with dramatic dialogue and strange soliloquies.

Dialogues with the Viking Age
Uses examples from Homer's Odyssey to contemporary urban America's slam poetry to explore the cultural contexts of this
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verbal artform, discussing the structure, principles, and social applications of the oral poem.

De Morbis Acutis Et Chroniis
The study of oral traditions and verbal arts leads into an area of human culture to which anthropologists are increasingly
turning their attention. Oral Traditions and the Verbal Arts provides up-to-date guidance on how to approach the study of
oral form and their performances, treating both the practicalities of fieldwork and the methods by which oral texts and
performances can be observed, collected or analysed. It also relates to those current controversies about the nature of
performance and of 'text'. Designed as a practical and systematic introduction to the processes and problems of
researching in this area, this is an invaluable guide for students, and lecturers of anthropology and cultural studies and also
for general readers who are interested in enjoying oral literature for its own sake.

Versatility in Versification
The current revival of interest in the rich and varied literature of early Scandinavia has prompted a corresponding interest
in its background: its origins, social and historical context, and relationship to other medieval literatures. Even readers with
a knowledge of Old Norse and Icelandic have found these subjects difficult to pursue, however, for up-to-date reference
works in any language are few and none exist in English. To fill the gap, six distinguished scholars have contributed
ambitious new essays to this volume. The contributors summarize and comment on scholarly work in the major branches of
the field: Eddie and skaldic poetry, family and kings' sagas, courtly writing, and mythology. Taken together, their judicious
and attractively written essays-each with a full bibliography-make up the first book-length survey of Old Norse literature in
English and a basic reference work that will stimulate research in these areas and help to open up the field to a wider
academic readership.

The Medieval Icelandic Saga and Oral Tradition
The Kalevala and the World's Traditional Epics
This selection by Susan E. Deskis and Thomas D. Hill of twelve of Joseph Harris's most important essays underscores the
range of his work from critical readings of canonical texts to philological elucidation of Old Norse and Old English literary
works to discussions of larger theoretical issues such as oral theory. One of the central problems of medieval literary
scholarship is the aesthetics of traditional and oral literature, and how and whether one can meaningfully discuss the
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literary history of an oral genre. Harris's studies of such topics as the Old Norse short narrative and of the Masterbuilder tale
focus precisely on such problems and offer brilliant readings of specific texts as well as models of literary historical
discourse. "Speak Useful Words or Say Nothing" also shows that Harris's work frequently bridges the divide between the
Latin and Christian sources and the native vernacular traditions that together found their way into Old Norse and Old
English literature.For more about the Islandica series, visit http: //cip.cornell.edu/Islandica

Old Norse-Icelandic Literature
This is the first comprehensive and accessible survey in English of Old Norse eddic poetry: a remarkable body of literature
rooted in the Viking Age, which is a critical source for the study of early Scandinavian myths, poetics, culture and society.
Dramatically recreating the voices of the legendary past, eddic poems distil moments of high emotion as human heroes and
supernatural beings alike grapple with betrayal, loyalty, mortality and love. These poems relate the most famous deeds of
gods such as Óðinn and Þórr with their adversaries the giants; they bring to life the often fraught interactions between
kings, queens and heroes as well as their encounters with valkyries, elves, dragons and dwarfs. Written by leading
international scholars, the chapters in this volume showcase the poetic riches of the eddic corpus, and reveal its relevance
to the history of poetics, gender studies, pre-Christian religions, art history and archaeology.

Medieval Oral Literature
Selected Papers
The series Religion and Society (RS) contributes to the exploration of religions as social systems – both in Western and nonWestern societies; in particular, it examines religions in their differentiation from, and intersection with, other cultural
systems, such as art, economy, law and politics. Due attention is given to paradigmatic case or comparative studies that
exhibit a clear theoretical orientation with the empirical and historical data of religion and such aspects of religion as ritual,
the religious imagination, constructions of tradition, iconography, or media. In addition, the formation of religious
communities, their construction of identity, and their relation to society and the wider public are key issues of this series.

Along the Oral-written Continuum
The Heroic Process
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The essays in Folklore Genres represent development in folklore genre studies, diverging into literary, ethnographic, and
taxonomic questions. The study as a whole is concerned with the concept of genre and with the history of genre theory. A
selective bibliography provides a guide to analytical and theoretical works on the topic. The literary-oriented articles
conceive of folklore forms, not as the antecedents of literary genres, but as complex, symbolically rich expressions. The
ethnographically oriented articles, as well as those dealing with classification problems, reveal dimensions of folklore that
are often obscured from the student reading the folklore text alone. It has long been known that the written page is but a
pale reproduction of the spoken word, that a tale hardly reflects the telling. The essays in this collection lead to an
understanding of the forms of oral literature as multidimensional symbols of communication and to an understanding of
folklore genres as systematically related conceptual categories in culture. What kinship terms are to social structure, genre
terms are to folklore. Since genres constitute recognized modes of folklore speaking, their terminology and taxonomy can
play a major role in the study of culture and society. The essays were originally published in Genre (1969–1971);
introduction, bibliography, and index have been added to this edition.

A Store of Common Sense
Volume of essays published to honour the memory of an outstanding scholar, Bjarne Fidjest2l who died suddenly on
February 9, 1994. He was Professor of Old Norse Philology in the Department of Scandinavian Languages and Literature at
Bergen University. He was ranked as an authority in his field and held in high esteem by his colleagues

How to Read an Oral Poem
Although problems of orality have been much discussed by medievalists, there is to date no comprehensive handbook on
this topic. In ‘Medieval Oral Literature’ in the ‘De Gruyter Lexikon’ series, an international team of scholars has provided an
in-depth discussion both of theoretical issues and various poetic traditions and genres. In addition to the core areas of the
European Middle Ages, Russian, Hebrew, Arabic, Persian and Turkish traditions have also been included.

Fornaldarsagaerne
Prosimetrum
If you are interested in marketing and advertising you simply must read this book! 50 proven insights into the psychology of
creative marketing and advertising learned from a career in the coin laundry industry that will magnify YOUR success in any
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business or industry. THE STEPHEN FACTOR consists of 50 wonderfully written fast moving articles authored by Stephen
Bean (M.A. in Clinical Psychology and decades of practical business experience) originally published in his very popular
monthly column entitled “The Business Mind” that appears in Planet Laundry Magazine, a very well respected international
trade periodical within the commercial laundry industry. The entire focus of this thought provoking book is on very
intriguing and immediately actionable (by you, no matter what industry you're in) uses of the Psychology Of Creative
Marketing And advertising that truly garner results in today's significantly changed business world. His column is also
enthusiastically read by many individuals within a diversity of industries and by approximately 19,000 monthly subscribers
of Planet Laundry Magazine throughout the United States, Canada and various other parts of the world. The STEPHEN
FACTOR will fill and amaze you with highly creative ideas that will enable you to approach and design your marketing,
advertising and promotional programs in such a matter that will virtually eliminate the dreaded “Cost Of Being Wrong”
experience for you.

Heroic Song and Heroic Legend
Brings together interrelated essays on aspects of oral production and reception in Western European medieval contexts
from modern and post-structuralist perspectives. The contributors discusss the physical, social and semiotic qualities of
medieval oralism, exploring a range of issues.

Revising Oral Theory
The drottkvett was a form of Old Norse skaldic poetry composed to glorify a chieftain's deeds or to lament his death. Kari
Ellen Gade explores the structural peculiarities of ninth- and tenth-century drottkvett poetry and suggests a solution to the
mystery of the origins of the drottkvett and its eventual demise in the fourteenth century.

Literacy and Orality
First published in 1998. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Poetical Inspiration in Old Norse and Old English Poetry
The Genesis of a Saga Narrative
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Religion, Myth and Folklore in the World's Epics
Comparative studies of a number of mixed prose-and-verse literatures, from Europe to the Orient, from classical culture to
the 19th century.

Vox Intexta
This critical edition of Anonymus Parisinus Darembergii sive Fuchsii presents for the first time in its integrity, and based on
the complete textual testimonies, one of the few pathological works preserved of the imperial period (1st century A.D.)
before Galen.

Skaldic Verse and the Poetics of Saga Narrative
Heroic Sagas and Ballads
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