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Two men came to personify generalship in the Second
World War: Bernard Montgomery for the British and
Erwin Rommel for the Germans. In the span of a few
short years, they fought a series of extraordinary
duels across several theaters of war. Ever since,
historians have assessed their outstanding leadership,
personalities, and skill. Monty and Rommel is the first
comparative biography written of these two
extraordinary soldiers. It explores how each was
"made" by their war leaders, Churchill and Hitler, and
how the thoughts of both permeate down to today's
armies.

Gazala 1942
The first battle of the desert war, Operation Compass
was originally envisaged as a spoiling attack,
combined with a reconnaissance in force to disrupt
the Italian forces that had advanced into Egypt in
September 1940. Lt Gen. Richard O'Connor launched
what amounted to a British 'Blitzkrieg'. In less than
two months the British forces swept 500 miles along
the coast of North Africa. 7th Armoured Division raced
across the desert to cut off the retreating Italians, and
O'Connor's men destroyed 9 Italian divisions, and
took 130,000 prisoners. In March 1941 General
Rommel and the Afrikakorps landed at Tripoli.

Infantry Attacks
The Frugal Gambler
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Field Marshal
Rommel's War in Africa
The first book length treatment to detail the colorful
cast of characters who supported Rommel's
campaigns, this study looks at who these men were,
where they came from, and their contributions to
Rommel's efforts.

Rommel's Year of Victory
This masterly study of generalship covers two years
of intense operational activity during which Field
Marshal Wavell, as Commander-in-Chief, Middle East,
was at one point conducting no fewer than five
campaigns simultaneously. Two of those campaigns
will stand in history as truly great victories, and
one—the campaign in Greece in 1941—as a source of
endless controversy. Harold E. Raugh, Jr., has drawn
upon previously unavailable official documents and
interviewed or corresponded with a wide range of
soldiers who served under Wavell. Raugh shows how
Wavell’s early experience as a soldier and budding
commander were reflected in his later decision
making and shrewd military vision. Although Wavell’s
charismatic personality endeared him to all who
served under him and earned him the profound
respect of his fellows, and even of the enemy, his
natural taciturnity brought him into conflict with his
political masters. In spite of his enormous military
achievements at one of the most critical periods in his
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country’s history, Wavell has been undeservedly
relegated to obscurity—a historical oversight that
Raugh corrects with this richly detailed book.

The Crucible of War: Western Desert,
1941
Crusader
Deception in War
One of the first analyses of the pure art of planning
the aerial dimensions of war. Explores the
complicated connection between air superiority and
victory in war. Focuses on the use of air forces at the
operational level in a theater of war. Presents
fascinating historical examples, stressing that the
mastery of operational-level strategy can be the key
to winning future wars. 20 photos. Bibliography.

History of the Indian Armoured Corps,
1941-1971: The Indian armour
El Alamein 1942
The North African campaign of November 1942-May
1943 was a baptism of fire for the US Army. After
relatively straightforward landings, the US II Corps
advanced into Tunisia to support operations by the
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British 8th Army. Rommel, worried by the prospect of
an attack, decided to exploit the inexperience of the
US Army and strike a blow against their overextended
positions around the Kasserine Pass. However, the
Germans were unable to exploit their initial success,
and later attacks were bloodily repulsed. The fighting
in Tunisia taught the green US Army vital combat
lessons, and brought to the fore senior commanders
such as Eisenhower, Patton, and Bradley.

Monty and Rommel
Hitler, Speeches and Proclamations
At the height of his power in January 1941 Hitler made
the fateful decision to send troops to North Africa to
save the beleaguered Italian army from defeat. Martin
Kitchen's masterful history of the Axis campaign
provides a fundamental reassessment of the key
battles of 1941-3, Rommel's generalship, and the
campaign's place within the broader strategic context
of the war. He shows that the British were initially
helpless against the operational brilliance of
Rommel's Panzer divisions. However Rommel's initial
successes and refusal to follow orders committed the
Axis to a campaign well beyond their means. Without
the reinforcements or supplies he needed to deliver a
knockout blow, Rommel was forced onto the
defensive and Hitler's Mediterranean strategy began
to unravel. The result was the loss of an entire army
which together with defeat at Stalingrad signalled a
decisive shift in the course of the war.
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Kasserine Pass 1943
Erwin Rommel was a complex man: a born leader,
brilliant soldier, a devoted husband and proud father;
intelligent, instinctive, brave, compassionate, vain,
egotistical, and arrogant. In France in 1940, then for
two years in North Africa, then finally back in France
again, at Normandy in 1944, he proved himself a
master of armored warfare, running rings around a
succession of Allied generals who never got his
measure and could only resort to overwhelming
numbers to bring about his defeat. And yet for all his
military genius, Rommel was also naive, a man who
could admire Adolf Hitler at the same time that he
despised the Nazis, dazzled by a Führer whose
successes blinded him to the true nature of the Third
Reich. Above all, he was the quintessential German
patriot, who ultimately would refuse to abandon his
moral compass, so that on one pivotal day in June
1944 he came to understand that he had mistakenly
served an evil man and evil cause. He would still fight
for Germany even as he abandoned his oath of
allegiance to the Führer, when he came to realize that
Hitler had morphed into nothing more than an agent
of death and destruction. In the end Erwin Rommel
was forced to die by his own hand, not because, as
some would claim, he had dabbled in a tyrannicidal
conspiracy, but because he had committed a far
greater crime  he dared to tell Adolf Hitler the truth.
In Field Marshal historian Daniel Allen Butler not only
describes the swirling, innovative campaigns in which
Rommel won his military reputation, but assesses the
temper of the man who finally fought only for his
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country, and no dark depths beyond.

Tobruk 1941, the Desert Siege
Osprey's examination of one of the epic battles of the
desert war of World War II (1939-1945). In March
1941, with Wavell's British troops having routed the
Italians from Cyrenaica, General Erwin Rommel
arrived in Tripoli to command the Deutsches
Afrikakorps. Over the next two years the Afrikakorps
and its commander would become legendary. In his
first offensive, Rommel swept across the desert,
driving the British back to the Egyptian frontier and
capturing much of the 2nd Armoured Division in the
process. One thorn remained in his side - the vital
port of Tobruk continued to resist. If it could hold out
Rommel's offensive might be halted. Wavell
instructed General Morshead and his garrison of
30,000 determined Australians to hold at all cost.

Gabriel's Palace
Field Marshal Erwin Rommel exerted an almost
hypnotic influence not only over his own troops but
also over the Allied soldiers of the Eighth Army in the
Second World War. Even when the legend
surrounding his invincibility was overturned at El
Alamein, the aura surrounding Rommel himself
remained unsullied. In this classic study of the art of
war Rommel analyses the tactics that lay behind his
success. First published in 1937 it quickly became a
highly regarded military textbook, and also brought
its author to the attention of Adolph Hitler. Rommel
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was to subsequently advance through the ranks to
the high command in the Second World War. As a
leader of a small unit in the First World War, he
proved himself an aggressive and versatile
commander, with a reputation for using the
battleground terrain to his own advantage, for
gathering intelligence, and for seeking out and
exploiting enemy weaknesses. Rommel graphically
describes his own achievements, and those of his
units, in the swift-moving battles on the Western
Front, in the ensuing trench warfare, in the 1917
campaign in Romania, and in the pursuit across the
Tagliamento and Piave rivers.This classic account
seeks out the basis of his astonishing leadership skills,
providing an indispensable guide to the art of war
written by one of its greatest exponents.

Afrikakorps Soldier 1941–43
Rommel as Military Commander
The battle of El Alamein marked the turning point in
Britain's fortunes in the World War II (1939-1945).
There were three separate battles between July and
November 1942, all of which were fought to halt the
advance of Rommel's army towards the Suez Canal.
This final battle at El Alamein, fought in October and
November, saw the continuous bombardment of the
German line that Rommel was instructed to hold at all
costs by Hitler himself. The Allies shattered the
German defences, and Rommel led a westward
retreat in order to salvage what was left of the Afrika
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Korps. This book provides an in-depth analysis of the
battle that turned the tide in favour of the Allies in
Africa.

Das Afrika Korps
Includes 112 photos/illustrations and 21 maps. The
German Afrika Korps blazed a trail across the deserts
of North Africa under their dashing leader Erwin
Rommel, the Desert Fox, although finally defeated by
far superior Allied Forces they set the gold standard
for desert operations. This book is of great historical
value and even in the present day it is still considered
of great value by the American military who still seek
for improvements in their ways of desert doctrine
“Analysts continue to assess the data from Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm as a means of
improving the military’s ability to function efficiently
in desert terrainThe information gleaned from this
effort will enhance the already considerable body of
knowledge on the subject derived from the historical
recordWhen contributions in the latter category are
located or rediscovered, they should be given the
dissemination they merit “Such is the purpose of
publishing Desert Warfare: German Experiences in
World War IIOrganized by Major General Alfred Toppe
and written with the assistance of nine German
commanders who served in North Africa, the
manuscriptrepresents a collaborative attempt to
determine “as many factors as possible which exerted
a determining influence on desert warfare,” Issues
addressed include planning, intelligence, logistics,
and operations. Described and analyzed are the
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German order of battle, the major military
engagements in North Africa, and the particular
problems of terrain and climate in desert operations.
Not unlike many of the U.S. units engaged in the war
with Iraq, the Germans in North Africa learned about
combat operations in the desert only after they
arrived on the scene and confronted the desert on its
own terms. For this reason alone, as well as for the
insights it offers, Desert Warfare requires the serious
consideration of those responsible for preparing the
U.S. military for any future conflict in desert terrain.”

Rommel's Afrika Korps
Over 150 tales from the Talmud, the Zohar, Jewish
folktales, and Hasidic lore.

Rommel's Afrika Korps
Action-packed history of the Germans in Africa in
World War II. One of the most famous military units of
all time under one of the best commanders. The early
campaigns in the Western Desert, Tobruk, El Alamein,
and more.

Tobruk 1941
The siege of Tobruk lasted 240 days during which the
‘gallant garrison’ of Allied soldiers, including the
famous ‘Desert Rats’ held out against constant
attacks from Rommel’s Afrika Korps. The battle
became one of the longest sieges in British military
history and a potent symbol of British resistance. To
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understand what happened and why – read Battle
Story. Diary extracts and quotes offer a real insight
into what it was like for the Allied soldiers to live
under siege. Maps highlight the adversities of the
terrain and the strategic importance of the Tobruk
fortress. Rare photographs place you on the frontline
of the unfolding action. Orders of battle reveal the
composition of the opposing forces’ armies. Packed
with fact boxes, this short introduction is the perfect
way to explore this important battle.

Operation Crusader
Beginning on 10th April 1941, and lasting for 240
days, the siege of Tobruk is a mesmerising tale of
human endurance and heroism. It is an epic story of
extraordinary resilience as the Libyan port’s 24,000
defenders met increasingly desperate attempts by
Rommel’s Panzer divisions to break through the
hurriedly thrown-up defences. It was a battle of
bayonets and grenades against tanks, of David versus
Goliath. The eventual allied victory came against
overwhelming odds, plus the morale sapping
knowledge that the defenders were surrounded on
one side by the sea, and on the other by Hitler’s men
and machines (who, only the year before, had brought
Western Europe to its knees). Tobruk was defended in
the main by the Australian 9th Division, followed by
the British 70th Infantry Division who then linked up
with the advancing 8th Army. The Royal Navy also
played an important role in Tobruk’s defence. By
December 1941 Rommel had been beaten and forced
to withdraw his forces from Cyrenaica. The siege was
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lifted and the exhausted, gallant defenders able to
march out in triumph.

Tobruk's Easter Battle 1941
Following a lull in the desert war which saw the
Germans and British reinforce their armies, Rommel
suddenly attacked British fortifications with an assault
on the northern sector of the British line near Gazala.
Pinning down the British in the north and outflanking
the 1st Free French Brigade, Rommel succeeded in
encircling the main British positions, trapping them in
what became known as 'The Cauldron'. With
thousands of British soldiers killed or taken prisoner,
this was a devastating defeat for the Allies.
Accompanied by contemporary photographs and
maps depicting the movement of both armies, Ken
Ford provides a masterful study of Rommel, the
'Desert Fox', at the height of his powers as he swept
the British army back to the site of their final stand at
El Alamein.

Wavell in the Middle East, 1939–1941
The German offensive in North Africa, coupling the
prowess of Rommel, The Desert Fox, with the superb
elan of the German Afrika Korps, is widely regarded
as one of the most astonishing military achievements
of World War II. Rommel had been sent to Libya in
February 1941 to bail out the Italian Army, whose
short-lived invasion of Egypt in the fall of 1940 had
been repulsed by the British. His ability to adapt his
troops to desert warfare is a textbook example of
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training and tactics in harsh conditions. German war
artist Kurt Caesar traveled with the Afrika Korps and
illustrated the campaign with evocative and detailed
drawings. Rommel's Year of Victory combines these
illustrations with a new, gripping narrative by James
Lucas that captures the day-to-day life of the German
soldier in the desert. James Lucas served as an
infantryman in the Tunisian campaign in World War II.
He is an acknowledged expert on the German military
history of the period, as well as a widely published
military author.

American Book Publishing Record
Rommel's Desert War
The Journal of Military History
The full dimensions of Rommel's most significant
campaign and its place in World War II emerge in this
comprehensive book. During his thorough research,
Heckmann interviewed over 1,500 soldiers of all ranks
from both sides, and uncovered new material in the
German Military Archives, London's Public Record
Office and the Imperial War Museum. Using war
diaries, unpublished correspondence, personal
reminiscences and much more, he offers an account
of the lived experience of the war at all levels, with all
of its action, plans, anecdotes, coincidences,
successes and failures.
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Tobruk 1941
In 1940 a British offensive in the Western Desert
provoked a major Italian military disaster. By early
February 1941 the whole of Cyrenaica had been lost,
and German help became necessary to avoid the loss
of all of Libya. On 14 February 1941 the first echelons
of German troops hurriedly arrived at the port of
Tripoli, starting the 27-month German engagement in
Northern Africa. This book covers the complex and oftchanging organisation and structure of German forces
in North Africa from their first deployment through to
the conclusion of the battle of El Alamein, an
engagement that irrevocably changed the strategic
situation in the Western Desert.

Operation Compass 1940
Jean Scott is the country's most renowned low roller.
She stays at hotel-casinos up to 120 nights a year and
never has to pay for a room or meal. She gets shows,
manicures, massages, clothes, jewelry, even gifts for
her grandchildren -- all free. How does she do it? The
answers are in The Frugal Gambler. Readers will learn
the low-roller secrets for: staying free at hotelcasinos, beating casino promotions, eating and
drinking on the house, playing, video poker for profit,
even getting bumped from airplanes and flying free.

The Tank
This book explores the experiences of the German
Afrikakorps soldier during the North Africa campaign,
Page 14/20

Read Online Tobruk 1941 Rommels Opening
Move Praeger Illustrated Military History
from the Korps' arrival in–theatre in February 1941 to
its eventual surrender in Tunisia in May 1943, with a
particular focus on the intense period of warfare in
the Western Desert between 1941 and 1942. Under
the leadership of one of the war's most famous
commanders, Erwin Rommel, the Afrikakorps grew to
include a broad range of armour, infantry, artillery,
anti-tank, engineer, communications, supply, medical
and service elements. The soldiers of the Afrikakorps
considered themselves as part of an elite, a highly
select group that had no equal, not only in the
German Army, but in the rest of the world.

Northwest Africa
Portrait of this famous World War II unit at the height
of its success Completely illustrated with photos,
maps, and diagrams--in color where available In the
sands of the Western Desert in 1941-42, Erwin
Rommel made history as the Desert Fox, waging a
brilliant and bold campaign against the British.
Beginning at El Agheila in March 1941, the Afrika
Korps--frequently outnumbered--drove the British
steadily east across Libya and into Egypt. The German
offensive eventually ground to a halt in a series of
battles at El Alamein. In impressive detail, George
Bradford depicts what it was like to serve and fight in
the Afrika Korps, from its tanks and equipment to its
battles and daily life.

Rommel
Following a lull in the desert war which saw the
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Germans and British reinforce their armies, Rommel
suddenly attacked British fortifications with an assault
on the northern sector of the British line near Gazala.
Pinning down the British in the north and outflanking
the 1st Free French Brigade, Rommel succeeded in
encircling the main British positions, trapping them in
what became known as 'The Cauldron'. With
thousands of British soldiers killed or taken prisoner,
this was a devastating defeat for the Allies.
Accompanied by contemporary photographs and
maps depicting the movement of both armies, Ken
Ford provides a masterful study of Rommel, the
'Desert Fox', at the height of his powers during World
War II (1939-1945), as he swept the British army back
to the site of their final stand at El Alamein.

Operation Crusader 1941
Rommel's Desert Commanders
The initial Australian and British victory over Rommels
Afrika Korps on Easter Monday 1941 at Tobruk was
Germanys first defeat in World War II. Incongruously
the vital actions of Queenslands 2-15 Battalion on
that day have been generally ignored. For the first
time, this investigation places that lost body of
infantrymen nearly four miles from the outer
perimeter near El Adem crossroads. There they were
dug in around two gallant Royal Horse Artillery
batteries, which incurred heavy losses in turning
around a concerted Panzer attack. In that battle the
2-15 A Company delivered the final blow to the
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accompanying German infantry, led by the formerly
invincible Lt Colonel Gustav Ponath who was killed in
the field. This ably researched and intriguing episode
redresses the brave 2-15s subsequent sense of
injustice.

Battle Story: Tobruk 1941
While the battle for air supremacy is being waged in
the skies, the coalition forces pull off a stunning, and
ultimately decisive, deception. Later dubbed the “Hail
Mary Pass,†? it consists of the abrupt relocation of the
coalition ground forces hundreds of miles to the West.
Meanwhile, as inflatable decoys, deceptive radio
transmissions, and psyops leaflets all lead them to
believe, the Iraqis are expecting an amphibious
assault from the Persian Gulf, hundreds of miles from
where it is actually occurring. The world’s fourth
largest army is preparing to engage a horde of
phantoms. The coalition forces are able to march
deep into Iraq with little opposition. Within one
hundred days, Kuwait City is liberated and a decisive
victory by the coalition forces is won. Deception on
the battlefield is surely as old as warfare itself. The
examples stretch from the very beginnings of
recorded military history—Pharaoh Ramses II's
campaign against the Hittites in 1294 B.C.—to
modern times, when technology has placed a
stunning array of devices into the arsenals of military
commanders. Military historians often underestimate
the importance of deception in warfare. This book is
the first to fully describe its value. Jon Latimer shows
how simple some tricks have been, but also how
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technology has increased the range and subtlety of
what is possible—bogus radio traffic, virtual images,
even false smells. He draws examples from land, sea,
and air to show how great commanders have always
had, as Winston Churchill put it, that indispensable
“element of legerdemain, an original and sinister
touch, which leaves the enemy puzzled as well as
beaten.†?

The Longest Siege
The port of Tobruk, Libya, was besieged by German
and Italian forces in April 1941. Following an abortive
attempt in June, the Allies tried to relieve the siege in
late November, when the Eighth Army launched
Operation Crusader, which aimed at destroying the
Axis armored force then advancing. After a number of
inconclusive engagements, the British 7th Armoured
Division was defeated by the Afrika Korps at Sidi
Rezegh. Erwin Rommel was then forced to withdraw
his troops to the defensive line at Gazala, making the
operation the first Allied victory over German land
forces in World War II. This account of the tank
warfare during Operation Crusader in front of Tobruk
in the fall of 1941 examines the roles of commanders
in the battles of Operation Crusader, in particular the
part of Erwin Rommel, who achieved some defensive
successes during the battle. As well as examining the
part of commanders, it discusses the parameters of
the battle: the terrain, weather, visibility, logistics,
intelligence, and the forces involved. It then narrates
the course of the battle, and the result of the battle.
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The Air Campaign
As the Germans wreaked havoc in Europe in the early
1940s, the war in Northern Africa seemed relatively
insignificant. Yet a series of surprising victories by the
Afrika Korps forced Winston Churchill to refocus his
attention. In the desert, one of the war's most brilliant
commanders was blooming - Commander Erwin
Johannes Eugen Rommel. In this provocative study,
Ronald Lewin, prizewinning author of Slim: The
Standardbearer and Ultra Goes to War charts the
course of Rommel's military career. The Desert Fox,
was a tactical genius - his personal leadership and
ability to improvise on the battlefield with minimal
resources were exemplary. Yet lapses in Rommel's
judgment, combined with Churchill's heightened
defences and Hitler's neglect, led to a crushing defeat
for the Afrika Korps at Alamein in 1942. As Rommel's
success waned, so did his relations with Hitler.
Rommel was an exceptional commander - not only for
his skills, but for the integrity with which he carried
himself. This integrity, admired even by his
adversaries, proved fatal. Unafraid to voice his
objections to Hitler's military decisions, Rommel was
associated with the 1944 plot to kill the dictator. In
the wake of the plot's failure, Rommel was forced to
take his own life.
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